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Atari News 



...AND COMMENT, compiled by JOHN NA6Y 

CHICAGO ATARIFEST: CANCELLED. The word came 
first through ATARI USER GROUP REP SANDY 
AUSTIN, then from several vendors who were 
planning to show, then from insiders plannning 
the MAGIC show for DETROIT, then, finally, from 
some of the CHICAGO clubs themselves. Too 
little help, too late, plus vendor holdouts, 
made it impossible to meet the deadline and 
bottom line. Meanwhile, DETROIT'S show looks 
all the stronger as it will now be the ONLY 
midwest ATARIFEST this year. BE THERE, August 
29-31. Full details NEXT month. 

ATARI CORPORATION STOCK, first released in 
November of last year at about ♦ll.SO a share, 
is at the time of this writing selling at about 

Of course, that's only impressive if you 
know that the stock SPLIT two-for — one in June. 
That's more than doubling in only six months. 

Those PRODUCTS: Everybody at ATARI still swears 
that ALL the currently announced products are 
in production and should be AVAILABLE "by the 
time you read this"... or soon... or certainly 
by the end of the summer. 

OPTIMIZED SYSTEMS SOFTWARE (OSS) has a new 
TOOLKIT for BASIC XL, adding all the power of 
BASIC XE except the EXTENDED PROGRAM AREA. The 
new extensions file for BASIC XL will include 
those amaxing add-ons like SORTUP and 50RTD0WN, 
to name a few. By the way, OSS also says NO 
RUNTIME PACKAGE for BASIC XE will be released, 
so don't expect too many "extended" PD gems to 
surface. 



THE3E ATARI CLUBS: 
G.A.G. CFLIMTJ 
CITV MIDLAND) 
M.A.U.G. CAMM ARBOR! 
A.S.S. CGRAND RAPIDS) 



Another coup for USER GROUPS: SPRINGBOARD 
SOFTWARE, makers of NEWROOM, CERTIFICATE MAKER, 
etc. for almost everybody but ATARI, has ^ 
decided to rethink their position and is 
prepping an 8-bit ATARI version of NEWSROOM, 
slated for fall release. A letter writing 
campaign was initiated by several user groups 
and carried forward by ANTIC MAGAZINE. ST 
versions of all SPRINGBOARD products are either 
already being shipped or are being developed. 

MINDSCAPE SOFTWARE, makers of some remarkable 
software for the ST, has bought out CBS 
SOFTWARE and has re-released some titles from 
the CBS collection. PLUTOS, a fabulous 
MINDSCAPE arcade game for the ST, is now 
legitimately released and features "lots of" 
enhancements over the pirate beta version that 
has been floating around BBS's as a "public 
domain" item. Many clubs put the game in their 
software libraries, not knowing it was not PD. 

First It was ATARI PLANETARIUM, now, AUTODUEL, 
a new game from ORIGIN SYSTEMS, is said not to 
run on INDUS or ICD DOUBLER equipped ATARI 1050 
disk drives due to a new copy protection 
scheme. More and more, these are turning into 
USE protection schemes. Hardware-specific 
software is a growing trend- be sure you get a 
return privilege from a reputable dealer to 
protect YOURSELF. 

NATIONAL REVIEW magazine, July 3, 1987: "Soviet 
fad for personal computers is wearing off. 
Problems: the machines are lousy, and the 
Soviets forgot to make software. Exceptions 
CHess champ Gary Kasparov donated 26 ATARI 
130's to the KOMYUTER youth club." Anybody 
plan to follow up and see if the Iron Curtain 
will pass PD SOFTWARE'^ 
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1716 S* Michigan Av«* 
Lansing MI 48912 
ph. 517-37J-4321 



Mon. -Fri, 10-7 
Sate 10-6 



YES. THlM is A WijyCfi THAT SELLS AMD SUPPORTS ATARI COMPUTERS IN LANSING 



Sailing and .upporting Atari lines for over four yaar a. -^"^y^*^ * ^. . 
line of aoftware at reasonable prices. We are your Atari Headguar^^f— give 
us a call and check our priCM and knowledge. .i^^^r^r : 



Software trlcee at leaet 10% Off list, plus the Castle Discount. 



The latest in 8-hit"ittid l5T software. 



Hardware prices at least 10% pff_iist 



lCnowi«dg«bl« B*!** «taf£ E««*y to >n«jg<f any of your coi 




After aarket upgraiee at very reasonaWe rates 



ions. 

■ ■- -' 



best rejpaii^R^iF** town. 



on down and vl.it u«, if w« don' t h«v« it w«'Jl get it ASAP. 

If ydu purehtM 6^ worth of items at any one time with us 7°^ are 

gualifie^a foir th« CASTLE DISCOUMT. The Castle Discount gives yo^ 10% pff ^ of 
our price on anything in the store except hardware. 
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InsidB r\m: THE CLUBS- P^EE 

c.H.A.o.sv c u i m i w » 

B.A.B. CFLINT) 
W.A.U.B. CANN ARBOR) 
B.C.A.U.G. CBATTLE CREEK) 
B.R.A.S.S. (BRAND RAPIDS) 
B.K.A.U.B. CKALAnAZQD) ^- - 

T.A.B. csA flii #» r/ Tm - eiittw-^^ 
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ATARI NEWS AND COHMENT 
MORE ATARI NEWS 
UIEWPDINT: NO RIP B-BIT 
ATARI AT THE CES 
ANTIC CES PRCraUCT REPORT 
DETAISL ON THE XF551 
FORTH STABE - Laarning Buide - 
ST NOTES- nODEH REUIEW 
I CD TOUR ARTICLE 
REBENT BASE REUIEW 
nORE niD riADNESS - InfOr^r ^ 
FUNSTUFF- IIAnPUZI - S9 
LAST HACKS - Rertflw^flDOHiiU l*^Ma's 30 

n.A.n NEEDS YOU... and so does your 
CLUB. We go through ARTICLES like there 
is no tommorroui, and need ADUERTISERS to 
make MATI LARGER and economical For the 
clubs to gmt it. Contact uour club 
officers if uou have an article or a 
prospectivo advertiser' 

jK m-^nt jn. JK Jik jm. jm>^ 

MICHIGAN ATARI MAGAZINE is an independent 
newsletter published by the Capitol Hill Atari 
Owner's Society and is not affiliated in any 
way with Atari Corporation. Atari, the W%aM 
syebol and thei^nMM fl#^MriCM Atari 

jo§ Uteri Corporetian. 



This publication is the official newsletter of 
several independent groups of Atari 8-bit and 
16-bit computer users. It is intended for the 
information and education of their members as 
weU as the disseminetion of Atari rml^trng^ ^^-^ - 

piMfcHl^ifciBn are thOMNPii the respective author 
and are not in any way official opinions of the 
user groups. 



Other non-commercial USER GROUPS are granted 
permission to reprint articles from tIAs -«^: - 
magazine |i iiiOilill |,f liilt-JgbjtMi"»» to.Mi 
respectiwt ^l^mmtr^^^if^^^ to the 
nifl lllrhiaTi Atari Magazine. Most original 
files are available from the C.H.A.O.S. BBS 
upon request, and also appear in DL7 on 
COMPUSERVE for downloading. 



XpuMishetk Note 



by JOHN NAGY 
(517) 487-5646 

First thing, let me say thatT«ie ars sorry that 
this issue is behind schedule. Contributions 
came late, the editors (Rich and Judy Barnes) 
were unavailable due to overtime and evening 
work, and the usual helpers have been 
vacationing. The same conditions also continue 
to be the reason for our less-than-40- page 
size... lack of contributicjns and ads. 

Four out of our seven groups will NOT be 
meeting this or next month anyway, so timing is 
not as critical for most readers anyway. 
August MAY again be late and/or small, so be 
forewarned... 

Jeff Bone has been busy iNM»cting the may 
dealers and manufacturers I talked to at the 
CES, and it looks like FALL will be big for 
ADVERTISING, so things may well pick up then. 

Speaking of the CONSUMER ELECTRONICS SHOW, ' 
almost ALL a#t pur er^icl» contributions tmm 
month were ebOut it! THIS lead to a tnum " 

editing mess^ *s most of the articles covered 
much of the same ground. I have pooled all the 
information and tried to make it into a few 
specific articles, with credits going to all 
the contribumg writers. I hope this doesn't 
offend any of them, but the alternatii#*S< are 
either a lot of very similar articles or 
dropping some altogether- This way, at least 
we are getting as much if| ion w» %i < W» out as 
possible. 



r, s*r- 



The CHICAGO ATARIFEST, once said to be in UNION 
trouble, later determined NOT to be, is NOW 
reporttt^H^be OANC^J^d» or^ at leaslb^MBTPONE 
until nsxt ye^. 

Scheduled to be held the last weekend in JULY, 
it is NOT happening due to a failure of the 
participating dubs in the CHICAGO area to 
follow through on #Epj^t^^4rflwii iCommi^^ - 
for the show. Sources closely involved say 
that materials were developed late if at all, 
mailed even later, and generally, the groups 
felt they could NOT be ready in time. Even 
finding out about the CANCELLATION has been a 
challenge, as no official word has been posted 
in 1^ expected areas by the groups 
responsible. Instead, I have heard it from 
several vendors that expected to be going to 
the show, plus ATARI'S SANDY AUSTIN was 
spreading the word via references on GEnie- 



mmmJt^ 



Although it is sad that more "WWDlvemenf- 
co-operation i*as not forthcoming in time tb 
save the CHICAGO ATARIFEST, but it IS 



MGHKiAH ATARI MAGAZINE 



3 



JULY 1987 



understandable. Most events lil^ e this are ..XtV^ 
result of the ef-forts of a dedicated -few, 
fMpite the Midespread "of-ficial" duties and 
responsibility. A show like these ATARIfstSrif 
can easily li«came too much for the hardworking 

■ - - 

The -failure o-f the CHICAGO show is just more 
evidence that ATARI club-goers are more and 
more a CONSUMER group and less and less an 
ACTIVITY group. That's not necessarily a BAD 
thing, but it IS a change urorth noting and 
dealing with. In fact, we MUST deal with it 
effectively and change the focus of our groups 
to match what can be realistically achieved, or 
will we will not be here tommorrow'. 

Hoperft^^i at least W^H^OS^'m^hom ¥M be 
even better and bigger as a rmmiQ^y&§^ tXfm -^ r 
misfortune of CHICAGO. It seems that most of 
the vendors and prospective visitors that now 
WON't be able to go to CHICAGO will now BE 
CERTAIN to make it to DETROIT, which will also 
be the first ATARIFEST to run THREE DAYS. 
Plans are reported to be coming along well, 
piloted by the mGimmmim ^1^ ? Hir win #ive 
you the final details about the DETROIT show 
NEXT month, as it will be held the last weekend 
in AUGUST. We wish them luck and offer what 
support we can... spare! 



- * ; 



•*60D, give me the STRENGTH to CHANGE - 
those tilings that I can... 

...the SERENITY to cope with the 
things I cannot change... 

%fid the WISDOM to KNOW THE 
DIFFERENCE between the two'" 

(often overheard - or thought - at Of-ficer's 
meetings of clubs everwhere....) 
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Atari News 



A new software-only IBM EMULATOR has been 
released that claims 99.95X compatibility with 
MS-DOS programs, and a 80% execution speed on 
%he ST. It's called PCtDITTO, and people are 
alrMdy raving about it. For *80, the prograe 
mi^ be all anyone really needs in the way o-f 
BIG BLUE operation on their ST. Reviews are 
universally glowing- Contact AVANT GARDE 
SYSTEMS, 381 Pablo Point Drive, Jacksonville, 
FL 32225. Rumor is that the same company will 
put out a S350 HARDWARE external IBM emulator 
In if ^lew months! 



Also new in PC EMULATION: HAPPY version 7.1! 
New software is/has been shipped to registered 
HAPPY owners. Yes, the same modification that 
has allowed thousands of ATARI users to make 
"backups" of copyprotected software, as well as 
adding Wtim (kiuble dermity and ultra-fast speed 
to the ,#tim 1090 disk drive NOM allowe yoy to 
READ AMBT MRfTE MS-DOS disks. It won't make 
programs run on the other machine, but data 
files (like word processing and program code 
for editing) port perfectly onto SINGLE SIDED 
formatted IBM disks. ATARI end-of-line to 
ASCII carriage return/linefeed translation is a 
optioff^' Veu can't fcir«itii|l4iP4MI^« IMh r 
HAPPY, nor read or write double-sided Allies, 
but that's only a small hindrance. I now can 
take work to and from the office, and watch the 
reactions when my co-workers ask what model IBM 
I have at home... Oh, yes HAPPY software 
version 7.1 also allows many more types o-f 
copyprotected flialcs %0 be copied without 
nasdin^'S Vufttiae MMW% ■■ ni i 'Hr ttii^ ttm^^ 
are true COPIES, not translations as in ^e 
version 7. Contact HAPPY COMPUTERS, Box 1268, 
r^gan HiU CA, 95037, or call (408) 779-3830. 

HAPPY for the ST? Yes, but not yet. Word has 
it that a CART version of e HAPPY software 
package will be rrtea««d Hm mmmf mm mmi 
allow a "photcicaiiy'*^^ any disk... mm MBK^ 
ANY FORMAT... to be made in an ST. Yes, AMIGA, 
PC, ANYTHING. Sounds interesting! Just more 
proof that the ATARI is the machine that can be 
ANYTHING if it tries! 

MORE EMULATOR NEWS: The ""ST TRANSFORMER" ATARI 
8-bit emulator for the ST that you read abcxit 
here in COMPUTER SHOPPER will shortly be 
published by ANALOG MAGAZINE. Scheduled for 
August or Septeeber printing, 0ARIEK mHOdKA's 
emulator will be free for cttstr^jution, JiM 
will include documented source code in hopes of 
further enhancements by other programmers. It 
appears that the "print" version will NOT have 
PLAYER-MISSLE GRAPHICS included because of too 
many bugs m those routines. DAREK expects 
that to be one of the f iri^ #-evisians after the 



Although the ST TRANSFORMER issue may be 
resolved, there seems a growing attitude at 
ATARI that the USER might be the enemy. NEIL 
HARRIS, ATARI'S main product man, referred to 
the several user groups pushing for the 8— bit 
eflsllator jhi **trouble «akers% IMM DAREK 
mHOCKtk^M^mtERP^t **a pain in thttT.*;", and m 
"lousy firogrammer" during his speaking 
engagement with the CHICAGO area user groups 
during the CES. He has also accused users of 
"viciousness" in messages on GEnie 
telecommunication system when they questioned 
ATARFs delivery on prcsduct proeises. LeM^^^ 
hope this attitude is specific to NEIL, and 
that his recent vacation has brightened his 
outlook. After all, we all want the same 
thingi the best perforeance out of our ATARI. 
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CflPITOL HILL 

flifuu. ouuneRS society 



ssnvANii VMS kiiMSAMii mmtim iivfifiA 



C.H-A,O.S- IS the CAPITOL HILL ATARI OWNER'S 
SOCIETY, serving the ATARI community of the 
Lansing, Michigan area. The CAMPUS HILL ATARI 
OWNER'S SOCIETY is the Michigan State University 
chapt«- of i^frUUJ^ ^ _ 

Membership dues are *12.00 per year and entitle 
the member to a 1 year subscription to the 
Michigan Atari Magazine, a irmm^'^iS^^ 4*»om 'mth ' 
regular library, access to our other libraries 

amT'lilrilitii — as well as access to our other 
resources. Dues may be paid at any C.H.A.O.S. 
meeting or by mail. If not using an official 
Membership Application, please include your 
Name, Address, Phone and a list of your 
equipment and interests. 



-^Sltmr'Hi^iyr-mM '^^ invite you to 

call one of the country's finest BBS's at 
517-371-1106. 300/1200 baud, 24 hours a day 
(AT ASCII/ ASCII). 



Inquiries regarding C.H.A.O.S-, mail orders, 
memberships and etc, should be sent to: 



P.O. Box 16132 
Lansing, MI 48901 . * 



General meetings of the membership take place 
several times a year. 3-bit and 16-bit Special 
Interest erdi|^^i«M^irig*- i^ place montftty. ^ 
S.T..M& ^.T. INterest Group), for Atari ST 
ot«n«rs, neets on the SECOND Saturday of the 
month. The 8-bit SIG Atari, for 400/800, and 
XL/XE owners, takes place on the THIRD Saturday 
of the month. The meetings take place at the 
MSU Physics-Astronomy Building, Physics Road, 
Room 118. Meetings begin at 10:00 am sharp and 
last; until 1:00 pim ^-f rt l i i ft ii - and guests are 
wmU^bmrn to T^ts^iBSI^ mmstkag that interests them. 
To get to a meeting, take East Grand River to 
the Collingwood Entrance for MSU. The first 
available le-ft turn is Physics Rd. The 
Physics-Astronomy Building is about 1 block ^rom 
the corner, on the right hand side. ^I^ei* in t^ 
gated lot Just past the buildvig* 



Illegal .copylQ|^-or any violation of copyright 
laws, is not condoned or allowed at any 
C.H.A.O.S. sponsored function, including the 
club BBS. 



ELECTED AND fif^TftTTir wrTrrrtti^inr nwiiii 



President 
Vice President 
Sec • y*Tr easur . 
8-bit Rep 
16-bit Rep 
Member sh i p 
Library Mgr. 
ST Librarian 
XL/XE Librian. 
Publ. Librarn. 
ST Publ. Libr. 
XL/XE SIG Cor. 
ST SIG Coordn. 
BBS Sysop 
BBS Librarian 
Newsltr Editor 
Advertising 



Naee 

Leo Sell 

John Baker 
&ary FerPi*^- 
Marvin Goldstein 
John Johnson 
Gary Ferrie 
John Baker 
Sally Nagy 
Bi 1 1 Johnson " 
Richard Evans 
Chet Kapusinski 
Guy Hurt 
Brian Goluska 
John Nagy 
John Lewis 
Rich Barnes 
Jeff Bone 



Phone • 

349-0404 
641-4430 
393-2393 
332-4160 
353-4219 
393-2393 
641-4430 
484-1976 

675- 7166 
351-2381 

676- 4339 
484-7673 
332-4413 
487-5646 
339-1793 
349-0513 
321-5510 




Presidential 
Address 



President's Corner ''^ 
by Leo Sell 

Son:ehow as I »«rite this, I'm thinking that I'lii, 
rath»r typical of the summer computer user. My 
coeputer time has cut way back so that I can do^ 
those wonderful homeowner duties like scraping 
and painting, -fixing roots, trimming trees, 
remodelling and so on. Stick in some weekends 
away, vacations and just plain exhaustim and 
the -old Atari ie^JiSst pinli*# ^wUi^- 

John Nagy and I went to the CES in Chicago last 
month. Didn't see much that impressed me, 
except that 1 think Atari is poised to make 
barrels fui o-f money o-ff of the "NEW" XE game ^ 
system. For Atari user»:»e#id user groups, 
looking for support from Atari, I think things 
look lile. ^^meir attituiie v i i lu ei ie l nf^i. l aaii i; to 
be, have your money already. Go awa-^iiOi we 
can sell stuff to someone else". 

This attitude of indif -f erence underlines the 
need for Atari user groups. Frankly people, 
groups like ours are the only support: yom^mtm 
realistically expect. And of course, as 
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always, you'll only 
put s9A«t:ung in. 



On the encouraging side, MOST third party 
developers we saw are either developing or plan 
to develop , software ^^or the ST. The ST i« " 
more and more becoming the computer o-f choice. 

Speaking of choices, there are rumors going 
around that the corporation I work for, having 
a close relationship with Big Blue, will offer 
a fantastic deal on IBM PS 2 systems. The 
mtial cost would be around *1200. However, I 
don't plan to get one since the ST- tmm Na« IBtt 
emulation available from moit^mfm^ and I can 
get a #ar oipivnpOMerful "•i^itf|ii/by stickiiig witti 
tiM ST if X Mimt to jM^-CIM# ;«1200. 

Yes, you read right. The name of the product 
and company escapes me, but &00D IBM emulation 
from software was shown at the recent Comdexii 
Writers in the Trade are very impressed. With 
an add-on 5.25 drive, you could have tiip^lBest 
of .bo*l^«iQfA4p*«— - - 

too warm and my family and 1 are 
1.. JL — v^.,*= weekend, so 



Well, I'm «.wi-r III »■ ...7 

getting ready for camping this 
Atari time is over. 

The list of jot» that ©•♦H v?fcO-«i» mi«d is ' ^ 
b«lo»i. I jn |3j B g peciMlw iHWiimB tAa mi Mm 

^^^MMmf^ -it^ thm Advertising postitions. We 
need to cut costs, increase revenue and bring 
m peopUlf so those positions could ceally help 

us out. -!^^ ■ i 

The following positions are open: 



Publicity Manager 
Advertizing Manager 
Publications Librarian 
Newsletter Editor 
Assistant Disk Librarians 



^Meeting 
\Z/ Minutes 



JUNE ST-UTTERINGS 
by Brian Goluska 

The ST speCim interest group of CHAOS meets 
the 2nd Saturday of each month, at the 
Physics-Astronomy building of MSU. See the 
CHAOS title page for directions- 

On a hot, sunny Saturday in June, I expected 
very lighfe^^yNloat for ifWi CHAOS ST meetlrii? 
But 17 people showed up, one more than last.- 
iiibfvth (although about half of the mid-winter 
peak). This meeting there were several who 
didn't own ST's, but were considering a 
purchase. Steve Brooks opened with a 
discussion of the Consumer Electronics Show 



(CES) that he and other CHAOS members attended 
in Chicago. The CES is covered elsewhere in ^ 
this fiagazine- 

Peter Miller talked about the upgraded VIP, 
which has the GEM interface, S^M people were 
interested, P«^i^lNP<N# to: i^hom this .at a 

Commercial games STARbLlDER and HIGH ROLLLR 
were demo'd by Greg Gaskill. We also had a 
surprise disk of the month from Sally Nagy. 
Included were BARNYARD, an educational gaiM 
that matches reiiembgrad squares,^ 4aat ^ 
concentration, PICSWITCH version 7, which 
converts NEO, DEGAS, and TINY files, MILEBORN, 
a French card game, and FOLDERXX, which gets 
around the 40 folder limit to allow up to 999 
folders. (A folder is like a directory, for 
you IBM'ers;. I'll close this month with a tip 
for sophisticated users- Did you know that the 
S? eakes one heck of a Tektronix terminal 
emulator? The people at the Cyclotron lab have 
picked up a few monochrome 1040's to use as 
Tektronix emulators. More than that, they %4id 
that they ordered the first one mail order 
after 3 pm on a Friday, and had it delivered at 
noon on Monday! Once they tried it out, they 
got a couple more. I'm not going to claim that 
the ST can make a dent in the PC compatible 
buelness world, but there arw^ieiies where the 
ST can be the best for the money (pa>wer without 
the price). V v^f^l^o i»ft ; H ^ 
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AXTEMTXOM LAMSXNG AREA 




HOBBY SHOP 

THE BETTER HOBBY PEOPLE 

Me bet yoQ arejired of looking 
all over LANS33K for soat good 

ami wiS' 

tZDEt'S bQS been o softvore dealer 
since 1980> ue have a selection 

of rOITTASY. AKCAOC, QOd BOTTLC 
5a}iuidTI0lC5 froa top nose coipanies, 
And if «e don't have it- ve can 

fct^ 4t«^ . rwm^^^x m o f miu^ irr**f^ 
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ALL SOmiASE IS OXSCOUNTES 



485-0700 
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1809 f MICHIGMI - LANSING 

4 BLOCKS EAST Of SPARROW HOSPfTAt 
FREE PARKING A ENTRANCE OFF MARSHALL. 
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THE CHAOS DOWNLOAD 
John N*gy 

This month begins my third year as SYSOP c-f the 
CHAOS BBS. I want to thank ALL our callers -for 
making it a pleasure to run the system- It has 
and continues to bring me into contact with 
intervsting ATARI people -from all over the 
Morld. 



Summer brings odd things to BBS'ing. Lots 
our REGULARS don't call -Far weeks on end, 
we get lots o-f new long-distance tra-f-fic. 
Lately, it's been more 
usual. 



Of 

but 



INTERNATIONAL than 



ft. 



We *re getting quite a following ot CHAOS BBS 
users in parts of CANADA, and even LONDON, 
ENGLAND. My recent plugs -for our plentiful 
UPGRADE INFO in my COMPUTER SHOPPER column has 
helped, I'm sure. An/way, many o-f these 
callers are bringing interesting files with 
them, and they in turn are making our download 
section bristle with intrigue. John Lewis is 
trying to keep up with the 8-bit contributi 
and John Baker is handling the ST files as 
usual. The best of what we get plus some 
remarkable goodies from almost everywhere are 
passed on to y°*^ CHAOS 
DISKHir-TI«--HdwriJI«, so you no- modem folks 
won't miss out... and the rest of you don't 
HAVE to dOMnlpad everything, de-archive, r^set 
DOS, make menus, etc. It's all done on the DOM 
for either the 3 or 16 bit machines. 

Our BBS software continues to change as I add 
more features... the latest one, showing CITY, 
STATE in messages and "LAST CALLERS LIST" has 
gr««l^y increased the interest in the message 
bases... many callers never realized WHERE 
they were talking to. More SPECIAL-PUPP-QSE 
message bases and E-MAIL (automatic when you 
log on, so it can't be missed) are ne.'.t on the 
adgenda. 

6UY HURT and his trivia game (Base 4, FUN AND 
GAHES) have been widely read if not widely 
participated in... and SIGHTS AND SOUNDS (Base 
~" IS virtually not being used. 



CHECK INTO 



THEM, particulary SIGHTS AND SOUNDS as it would 
be great to get more current MOVIE REVIEWS 
online there. There llaive been several added 
recently that alij^ost- no one has read' 

Remember, the CHAOS BBS offer? a great way to 
get out of the blistering sun for a few iTiinutes 
each day... Glad to have you visit! We run 
our 10 meg system for ST and 8-bit ATAJ^I asef*-'*5 
at 300 and 1200 baud, 24 mm-Wf ISU-tn^^H^b. 

Til next month, SEE YA IHI CHAT? 



Disk 



\S}f^ibrary 



THE L39RARY TABLE 
by John Baker 



Hot summer temps and explosive Atari bargains 
have arrived in forced HGftir h«« it that 
several of the massive specially constructed 
warehouses built by At«n td hold their latest 
vaporware products are bulging at the seams. 
Atari will soon be emptying these warehouses, 
and you the Atari user will get a shot at 
these goodies. The latest vaporware creations 
(besides the MEGA ST, Clones, modems, etc), ' 
which are old news, are "GlMJiiing quitMBa ^tsr. 
These hot new items are: An ST emulator for tha 
400, A plug in cartridge enabling the use of a 
410 cassette recorder for a 20 meg storage 
device, A new 3 sided density and one quarter 
disk drive, A new memory resident 8-bit DOS 
that IS only 64K in size, and the real show 
stopper: The blitter/unix laser modem cd-ro« 
printer cassette calculator*!*' Wow!!! What 
more can I say! Atari has outdone themselves 
this time. And the best part is, that they 
have promised delivery cn these items within 
the next week!!! Vaporware fever has gripped 
the nation! 

Impending press releases are saitf^'W indicate 
that Atari, to show their appreciation and 
suppoi^ of lo^al Atari users groups, will 4Milce 
initial shipments of this fantastic vaporware 
selection available ONLY to their valued user 
^oup members. Atta boy Jack! I knew you 
really liked us all along. Atari of-ficials 
could not be contacted to coftfiNa a«y of>^*h»«r 
rumors bec^USH th^y^ tiere all '*still on the 
boat", personally escorting their -ew 
"offerings" from Taiwan. Hopefyll5e.*aiore 
details will be released soon. 

What we can confirm though, is the fact that 
decent software is still continually showing up 
for atari users owning 8~bit and ST fliac^nes* 
The warm weather and associated increase in 
outdoor activity has led to the usual slump in 
member attendance at CHAOS meetings. Although, 
it's kinda hard to put a computer meeting over 
a weekend at the beach. People not attending 
these meetings though are missing out on first 
shiit at si^W* great new sof fltar^ for their 
machifiiss. . ■ -r 



New files are appearing regularly on the BBS 
well as exclusive additions to our library. 
Bill Johnson, for the 8-bit, and Sally Nagy, 
for the ST group, are spending considerable 
time working on their respective sections 
k#ep you up to data on hot fMit 

Ouf!* library is growing with each passing 
week, which necessitated a re-work of the ST 
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library listing. A preliminary copy was passed 
out at the last meeting. The -final update and 
coi»plet» ST ind»K shcHild bm available at this 
months OMisting. You need the n«w listing if > 
you plan to purchaM ST itiiiles. 

Stay current with whats happening with your 
respective machines by attending the CHAOS 
8-bit and ST meetings. See you there. 



ST LIBRARY 
BY SALLY NAGY 

For thos#^lH^ you who fliissed our last ma«t^^ of 

Mhat has besn happening in the Library. 

The library is now divided and organized in the 
following way: UTILITIES SECTION, 
A-Communications, B-Languages, C-General, 
D-Business/Financial, E-Applicatiarw| BfiX.S 
SECrWHf A-Adv*nturs, B-Thinking, C-Arcad»r 
D-GFA BMU:/Basic, E-Monochrome; DEMOS SECTION, 
Pictures, Sound/Music and Graphic Displ^y| 
EDUCATION SECTION; ana TEXT SECTION. 

Many of our library disks have "ARCed" 
(archived for space saving) files. When there 
are ARCed files on a particut4w- liisk you will 
also mtm ^tm -^mmm to de-ARC thcNn. 



Thm new (fisks for JULY are 
practical, and are as fallows: 



-full 



PICS #9-12 — These are in the TINY format with 
viewer. (There are pictures of Tweety, Coyote, 
Startrek Crew and many more.) ^Sr- - 

SOUND/nUSlC #5 a demo of Midisoft's METIMTPWIK^ c 
Try this out before buying ttie program 
conmerically. 

GRAPHIC DISPLAY #6 — A great demo in that it 
shows off the power of the ST^ Many Of the^ 
files available for the ST are demoed. 



UTILITIES A4 — This disk features Citadel's 
BBS. If you are planning on starting a BBS 
grab this disk. It also has COLORBBS TEXT, 
X,Y,Z MODEM TEXT, and the newest HOTLIST of ST 
BBS's across the country. 'r^i^* 



UTILITIES B8 — A disk full of Pascal and 
Modula_2 text and source files. Also some 
hcrlpful hints from OSS. 



UTILITIES B9 — Are you tried o-f ST BASIC? Try 
TINY BASIC. Included on the disk is its Source 
and tee:-#£Ni^ -l^iT^yau get ^tfOtHTtv^h your ST^i^ 
and ar# wondering how to write some programs^ 
You are in luck, this disk has lots of LOGO 
files. Some for Color and some for Monochrome 
users. 



UTILITIES BIO — Can't seem to get enough "C" 
source files and docs of compiled "C" programs? 
This disk is for you- . ^ ^ . 

UTILITIES BU — On this disk you will find a 
demo of 4XForth with docs. 

UTILITIES CIO — Try out two new (de)ARC files, 
some different formatter^ r^nd^sks, ^ alarms . 
clQCk and more. - _ - .. . 



UTILITIES D7 — Has demos and text on DB Man, 
Expert Opinion, aiSi4lB Saai^l : 

UTILITIES D8 — Has hints and demo of VIP 

Professional. -K,m}^^. .-s^- 



UTILITIE^.,D9 
UTILITIES DIG 



Is a demo a_f Zoomracks IX. 
A demo of Easy Draw. 



UTILITIES E4 — Is for those who have 
Publishing Parnter, On this disk there is a 
font editor, fontSy aod ,.pr|i^/fr ||ri^ 

GAMES A3 — Has Infocom playable demos of 
ZORKl, PLANETFALL, INFIDEL, WITNESS. Hints for 
playing ZORK 2 & 3, WITNESS, SUNDOG, and 
TIMEBAIipr^ VOUk ^n also create your own 
adventure game* 

GAMES B6 — On this disk you will find AZARIAN 
(a demo), SC0RE4, ST_SLOTS written m GFA BASIC 
(RUN ONLY FILE included on disk), CRAPS.PRG, 
and POKER-PRS. ^ 

... and there's more where THEY came from! 

>TICE'!!t**»«» 

THE NEW ST LIBRARY CATALCfG HAS BEEN RELEASED! 
Eight pages of great ST disks. Get yours at 
any CHAOS MEETING, or if you can't make it, 
give JOHN BAKER a call at (517) 641-4430 and he 
wiM^^see that you of^, «n the. ma^i^^^ 
away» i^r-vt^^ - ~ ""e-i^.-'. 



We told you before that C.H.A.O.S. was RENTING 
their entire DISK LIBRARY... Well, we STILL 
ARE, but the rate has changed slightly and now 
may be even MORE attractive to clubs and 
mcttviduals. RENT cur close to 250 disk 8-bit 
library OR our nearly 100 disk ST LIBRARY for a 
MONTH for only S65Mf Or BOTH for These 
are ALL PRIME programs, fully catagorized and 
tested, with documentation, as you have com^J;^ 
e:;pect from CHAOS. 

Take your time and copy whatever you want, then 
return the library within the month? Contact 
JOHN BAKER at thefc Bftimber at>ov»^har ^atorje 

information... those who have rented the . *? 

library alreadv have been THOUGHLY PLEASED... 
you CAN'T beat the VALUE! 
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Presidential Mumblings for July 
by Jim Stsel* 



Mell, here mm go again with another Montfi*« 

-foolishness. The big hoopla this time is the 
CES reports sure to be in this issue somewhere. 
Personally, I was disappointed with the news 
from Chicago. I'm becoming convinced that the 
Atari carmi very little H»r 8-bit 



CES. The ANTIC online reports seemed to lack a 
certain reality. (In my humble oplnian!) 

The 6AG o-fficers election is comming up once 
again, in October. I urge you all to consider 
4mr a po«««- } MmttM at the June 
tlMt^ I itot ^ t«rm as 

Presicisnt. iri '#4ie%» I probably should mot have 
taken it this time. Most of you know that when 
I moved up to the 16bit world I chose the Amiga 
over the ST. I was convinced that the loyal 
SOO's wouldn't be relegated to the legendary 
closet. (Where all old toys end up.) But I was 
•s^ong. H yttyr see your system as a means to an 
end (a toolH thitfl »hi venerable 800 still can 
perform usefull work. (Like the label on this 
n ewsletter, eh?) But Tve always seen my system 
as a hobby. Gotta have the latest and greatest^ 
and unfortunately the 800 isn't old cKiough to 
be a "Classic" like, say, a Model T Ford. At 
any rate, I believe I've heard some mutterings 
frM m om mmm ^mo^s willing to tmkm csi,^ task 
of .-PrssidsntB 



htow for the rest of the crew, well, we'll just 
have to see what develops. Reinefliber, if someone 
doesn't do it... It won't get done. It wouldn't 
hia^ to giv# s' oa s new W^idtf a chance, and give 
thf ;old bioocf a rM^'^Afong the same lines, be 

t» iflUck in with Jerry if you can help out 
as a gofer at the Atari Magic show. Should be 
fun. We also need more articles from you for 
the newsletter. Review something, write a 
program, tell how to do something, or whatever. 
If you can't upload to CHAOS, send it to FACTS, 
an#tni forward it. No mod mm (shame on you ;~) % 
> ^flbd 1^ on dUic. Mt really want articles by 
th#fgroyp 



Back to the business at hand. Just a reminder 
that there will be no August meetings. Turn the 
computer off, go outside and soak up some rays. 
9mm ya in Septi 



Next Meetings: 

July 8, 6:30 pm Neithercut ' 

August- no meetings 

September 9, 6:30 pm Neithercut 

September 26, 10am National Computer Clinic 
October 14, 6:30pm Neithercut (Officer 
Elections!) 



Genesee Atari Group serves Flint and the 
Genesee county area. Membership dues are 
S15/yr. Meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of the month (except August) at the 
IMthercat schO^ lltsm & #»% fcr ci o k, Flint, MI. 
Cor^act: e/o OlfR Steele 47U Drummond Sc|. 
Flint, MI 48504 

If joining by mail, make checks payabto to JiA 
Steele, thank you ,f or your stipportJi». 



1 ? 
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GAG VOLUNTEERS NEEOCll! 
by Jerry Cross 

The Michigan Atari General Information 
Conferance (MAGIC) will be hosting an Atari 
show August 28-30 at the Southfield Hilton \ 
Hotel. As co-spc3nsors of this show, the 
C a nsBS s Atari Group is looking for members to 
help with the show. We need at filist IS Glli 
members who can spend at least five hours 
helping to set up booths, watch the crowd, 
answer questions, and many other Jobs. We wil^ 
also need people to work in the GAG booth at ^ 
the show, to sell disks, newsletters, and to 
supply infortiatlon alKiut our chO^ Volunteers 
wttt*^ nmft lOlinriilj to all three days of 
the show, including all concerts, and seminars. 
You will also get a free Atari-Magic T-Shirt? 
Our club will receive a free booth at the show 
in exchange for your help. Please lend a hand* 
I guarantee you will have a great time! I 
will try to form some carpools for those ' | 
^mem b ers who need transportation to Detroit. \ t 
Just let M» iMw i-f you n s sd a^iift. If you 
are interested, please contact Jerry Cross j { 
immediately! I will need to know what days arm' 
times you are available, and what Jobs you can 
work. Call me at 736-4544, or leave a note on 
my BBS (736-3920). ^ ' 
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Joysticks 

Head Cleaning Kits 
Printer Ribbons & Paper 
Surge Suppressors 
Printer Stands 



Wide Selection of Disk :^ 
Holders ^ 
Velcro Disk Carriers 
Amiga & Atari Computer 
Guides 



* All Sizes Of Floppy Disks * 

STATE STREET 




334 1/2 S. State Street, Ann Arbor • 663-0090 
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NO MEETINGS PLANNED FOR JULY ?< AUGUST 
SEPT a TOPIC ANNOUNCED IN SUMMER NEWSLETTER 



V^JIffeefing 
Minutes 



WAUG MEETING SUMMARY: JUNE 9^ 1^^7 

The proposed WAUG Charter o-f Organization was 
rati-fied by a unanimous vote of all members 
present. Two changes were accepted by the 
membership pre«Mint at thU mmet ii%g. "The 
impeachment o-f an o-f-ficer can only be achieved 
by a 2/3 vote o-f the quorum o-f members." There 
was also a clarification of the officer .^-^^ 
election procedure in how to rpsolve a 
"No-Clear- Winner" situation. 

The first official election of WAUG officers 
was held. Here are the winners of these 'hotly 



President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Newsletter Editor 
8-bit Librarian 
ST Librarian 



Mike Olin 

Pattie Snyder — Rayl 

Doug Feidman 

Bob Carlini 
mU Rayl 
r^ke Pimroiiek 
Bruce Urbanski 



According to the WAUG Charter, all officers are 
voting members of the Executive Board (EB). 
The EB will meet during August to make plans 
for future meeting activities-^ The EB will 
also cHscuss arrangements #i3l**jsuitable 
facilities for the September meeting. 

The retiring Treasurer, Doug Feidman, presented 
his final membership and financial status 
report. There were 39 active members in WAUG. 
This did not include 3 memberships whid^ 
expired as of the June meeting. " 

Q&ui^ explained to the membership that the 
reasonably healthy financial situation was 
primarily due to the convenient use of Wines 
Elementary School for meetings this year. 
Starting m September, we should expect to pay 
♦25 or more -for room rental fees. 

Members commented that .the Wines Teacher's 
Lounge was not large enough to conveniently 



seat more than 30 - 35 persons. Pattie 
Snyder — Rayl volunteered to investigate meeting 
arrangements at E-M.U- Bob Parker volunteered 
to investigate ar rangement#^^lft WH^ 

Finally, the Annual Flea narkm0^ mmm^iM^k^km^ - 
8:30 pm. Most WAUG mjwbjra i seemmd to eruey 

purchasing each others unwanted 
hardware/software at bargain hunter prices. 
The most common equipment for sale seemed to be 
Atari cassette recorders (3) followed by Atari 
102S printers (2). Doug Feidman was especially 
delighted to purchase the Atari ^Mi^e' « ; 
Programming Cartridge. He promises a complete^ 
review for the September Newsletter. In 
between demos of newly purchased 8-bit . .. . 

software, Mike Piercnek was working furiously 
to copy 8-bit library disks for several 



This vry hactlc- —otlnynmrnded with a large 

turnout at our monthly gathering of 
'AFTER-||IAtJ^% iield aJt tiilViL Cottage Inn. 

See you all in September!!? 




WJHUG 

. MSliTCJUM AIABI USm' SSOUP 

HOW TO JOIN WAUG - " 

. , , , - - • 

Cdme to a meeting. WAUG memberships are 410.00 
for 10 meetings. Renewals are *5.00. WAUG 

members receive a mailed copy of our newsletter 
each month and are able to buy disks for $2.00 
from our 8-Bit disk library (S5.00 for our new 
ST library). . . , • 



HOW TO CONTACT «IAy& ff! * 

TREASURE CHEST BBS: 313-439-2816 (1200/300) 
CLEAR THINKING BBS: 313-761-2444 (1200/300) 
MOLIN'S DEN BBS: 313-420-04O7 (1200/300) 
By Mail: 39 W. Main #6, Milan, MI 48160 
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C.E.S. REVIEW , - 

by Chuck Steele ^ 

Well the long hot d^^'of summer are here 
again. Some o-f us are out swimming or boating 
or watering our lawns... or fun things like 
mowing the grass. 1-f it's too hot, some of us 
coroe indoors and play around on the computer- 
Last month I took in the C.E.S. show in Chicago 
to sM"«HlHt?NMll^^ppening in At«i^e^and^ The 
g0pd ffi^wir mas that Atari had the biggest 
exhibit -for home computers. The theme of ^%»ir 
exhibit was Fly with Atari. A pretty young 
lady gave me a pair of Atari Wings and if I had 
stayed m line I could have flown the ST' 
Atari had a projection TV set up with a cockpit 
mock-up of a Piper 181 Cherokee. The controls 
wer» ^rm^f mt^mn STi The effect %• *^yiia^^*«t 
in the cockpit vnis very much like being in the 
real thing. Of course the software was the nent 
Flight Simulator from SubLOGIC. Flight 
Simulator II is one of my favorite programs on 
my 8 is enough machine. -s-ir-? 

Atari mUBit hmd^^ ^^i^^^^ I 
walked through it, and my hciilr^'d&dh't skip any 

are.... game machines. However most of us in 
the clubs have COMPUTERS" So now I'm out of 
the tunnel and m the wor ld of ST's. The whole 
rear of the booth was S i a. They even had the 
new IBM clonf! But it wasn't running. Sam 
TrMii«l 1 1 alii d up and was looking at the clcane 
alid about that time the crowd pushed me back. 
It was crowded. I looked around to see any 8 
bit machines. Off in a lonely corner and 
almost forgotten was a 130XE running the 
planetarium jprogranuJSigr^^,^ 

Now for the t^pf i l,; mm$m I thought I would 
br^ise around th<l software vendor booths and 
see what was new. Saw IBM software,i saw Apple 
software, saw TRS software, even saw Commodores 
stuff and they didn't even show up in Chicago. 
I had to look pretty hard to find some Atari 
software. It was a little scary. Is Atari 
b*tng boycotted? Sure looked that way tc me. 

— * _ . - ■ - - . ^ - 

Anyway..^ I still like my 8 bit, but all this 

has made me re-read the Last Hacks from the 
June issue. I wonder, maybe I should look at 
that old ANALOG #44' Well if I go on any 
longer we will be into religious philosophy. 
So till next time«Mt many happy bits. r^---: --^-^ 



- BCAU6 OFFiaPp 

r^ili^iRnAN : 

Chuck Steele 
LIBRARIAN: 

Todd Hams 
NEWSLETTER: ^ t J 

Tom Siemietkouiski 
SECRETARY: 

Mike Engio 
TREASURER:' 

Josephine YeagBr 
nEHBERSHIP: 

Dennis Plarlfin 
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964- 1701 
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968-8401 
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yoif 7/ go to any extreme to avoid takimg out 
the garbage, won't you?** 




Gramo RAmos Atari 
Systems Supporters 




©Meeting 
Minutes 
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During our June meeting we spent considerable 
time discussing the possibility of selling ads 
•for the newsletter. We are looking +or someone 
to chair a conuBittee to be in charge o-f this 
project. It mmm HFelt this Mould be the best 
Mtty to It— p the dues cost down* The 
alternativii is ^rji^se our dues by several 
doU#rs «finiMUlly. 

As you saw m the last newsletter we have 
decided not to meet in July and August but are 
looking f orwer d to seeing you ^ . our 'September: 
tting. . • - g: 



I an interested in getting together with a few 
-fellow GRASS members and visiting the meetings 
o-f the other Atari clubs in the area. Why not 
all bring our calendars to the September 
meeting and Me Mill set something up! Maybe Me 
can steel>:x Some good ideas to try to mtAm «ar 
club meetings a little more profitable for 
everyone. 

I see it is possible to rent libraries -from 
other clubs.... perhaps we could get some help 
and do that this -fall and add to our library* 

Be thinking of some good ideii» to brin^F to the 

rting and have great summer! 



MK. n\. MK. MK. }\K MK. ^11. }\K 




With this computer, I'm mterconnected with 
all^olher gnnis. so I can grive you a more 
reiiabie. version of truth.** 



"^jTi"^ GR6flTeR KflLPmflZOO 
J\ RTf)RI USERS CROUP 




93?P';?sidential 
^Address 

by DANIEL YOUNGS 

June* Summer time, sui%^'.beectv fXitdCMirs, maybe 

the computer dosn't get as much attention this 
time o-f year as it does other times. I am 
writing this letter be-fore our meeting again! 
It seems as though this is getting to be a 
habit.« So I'll tell you Mhat I THINK we will 
disoiM at th^ month's (LAST month when you 
read, this!) meeting. 



t Lloyd Keller Mill do a 
Service. 



demo on Silent 



tWe are going to take a summer break in the 
month of July and August. Our Attendance has 
been dfM«n and Me feel that Me MOfi't hiMiNr' very 
many people at our meetings<^ 8d flO HEETING in 
July and August! * 

*I just talked to Frank, and it seems as though 
our BBS will be m operation by this weekend 
(Mith a little luck!) so we should have a 



tif you have dues that are due please pay them 

we are having alot o-f people that are not up to 
date and the club needs the money to pay -for 
our news letter and BBS. I-f you know anyone 
that has an Atari computer but not member of 
the club lets get them signed ugt ' - 

fFrom what I understand the library is dorieti 
Steven should have it at thu SMMting for your 
pleasure.' 

fWe will have the latest Analog Disk and we 
Mill also have Turbo Basic mmi a copy of GRIP 
for the itkWk of the month. If you don't have 
Turtio basic ylKl are missing a great program. I 

have done away with Atari Basic and am using -', 
only Turbo, it's great! 



See ya there! 

GKAU& Mets on the second Settfirday of the ^month 
(taking the summer off... will stert' again in 

September) at 11:00 . Our meetings are hel^^^at 
Kalamazoo College in Dewing Hall the Dues are 
*20.0o per year. Daniel Youngs, IsKAUG 
Pf<ESIDENT, 388-3164 
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Tri-city flTflRi Group 



NEXT MEETING: The Tri-City Atari Users broup 
meets the second Saturday of every month at £s4^ 

pm at the Ru0f i^m^^ Ml^m mpm^ k&msmy^tm the 
corner ofJSI^attuck and Center in Saginaw. 
tlpcoAing fn^^nBP ^i^^ s<ih|i4wil@d as toUQws;^ . 

ELECTIONS MEETING RESCHEDULED INTO AUGUST" 
August 8th at 2:00 pm. 



»«« 

OFFICERS o-f 
LeRoy Valley 
Marty Schmidt 
Al Jennings 
Lance Middleton 
Ron Hof -fflian 



President 686-6796 
Treasurer/Sec. 792-^029 

8-Dit Disk Lib. 790-1980 

ST Disk Librarian 
Assis^lH^ ST Disk Lib. 



Club dues ar^^^^CiOmOp per ymmT:* .-.For this tee you 
get the Michigan Atari Magazine, support for 
both the S-bits and the 5T's, and full access to 
the club's public domain library. We currently 
have about 90' disks in the 8-bit library and 30 
in ttw IST library. Vou can get copies, tl^se 
diskn At NO CKW^^SE^if 3^14 Jrjng-* your? aim^^j *.q 
copy on (time permitting) «^ €he regular 
meeting. H you don't have a disk with you, you 
can get the a-bit disks -for $1.00 each and the 
ST disks -for *2.00 each. Non-TAG members can 
get copies of the S-bit disks -for $2.00 each an4| 
the ST disks for *4.00 each- If you need Ifefli v 
renCM, do it obw? H you haven't joinitd yet, 
th«rt dd It now' 




Presidential 
Address 



Ok', everybcd/ had tneir time of* ire .i^eeting ■.n 
JUNE and not enough at the JULY meeting to have 
the ELECTIONS), sd ELECTIONS are RESCEDULED fcr 
AUGUST. The people chosen will be leading the 
c^l\.ib for the next year, so SHOW UP andi>i^||i:*jf\x v 
V^Gu^- two zents worth' If you don't like the 
way things are being dene, then /clLinteer 
your sel-f ... /cuVe =iu.re tD li^e the way things 
are when VCU are m charge! 



The offices open for nomination for TA& are: 

President Secretary/Treasurer 8-bit Disk 
Librarian &T &i«fc^ 4,.ltMr«r^irt-^Eclltar 

In particular, we are looking f«r a new ST disk 
librarian, as Lance now has other commitments, 
and an Editor for the newsletter. The Editor 
would be responsible for writing the Hot 
Flashes and Relics to Relish and for organizing 
the newsletter (I would still supply the 
Presidential Address :if rm still president 

af t^jHHwiiiii m^mm^mmmi'^ H(^m>-^&mumim. - - 




Also, anyOTie interested in writing a regular 8- 
bit column (you need s modem to transfer it to 
the Editor) please feei free to volunteer. 

If you read the MAM June issue very carefully 
you may have noticed somctlring new. There is 
now a ciattS£#i#^afd section which iS' av»ilabl»^-' 
FREE to all members. The only rules are that 
the article being sold must be computer 
related, and the ad must be to me no later than 
the 20th of the month. ^ ^' 

HQT FLASHES FROM THE FUTURE! 



The month of MsleifL will find TAG taking a lom^ 
at the various methods of backing up software. 
While TAG does not condone the illegal copying 
or pirating of software, we do teel that 
legitimate users should be able to exercise the 
right to back up Otheir software. There are 
many products on the market that simply don't 
do the job, and many users get ripped off fi^04i 
faise claims and advertisements. 

On the S-bit side, Al Jennings will demo the 
Happy Backup system (a hardware mod to aiO's 
and 1050's) and a program called Chipmunk (a 
software program that back»%p software. oft AHy 
drive). The 1050 Happy has Other benefits sui:n 
as: true double density suf^ort, increased 
speed (3X"),, and^ sj-^j^ort for most ram disks. 

For the ST's, LeRoy Valley will demo Proccpy 
(the ill^ ?ieif' Vif sion 1.40) and ST Copy 3.0. 
Both of S^iii^^fiiilfk'i#ii -lihfc sbft^^iaNr Off!y*'ahd 
seem to handle' a&»o§t' e^Hiry copy protection 
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scheme currently 
July meeting and 
valuable so-ftware* 



in use. So come on out to the 



ReiMMlber, once your membership expires you'll 
receive NO more issues of the Michigan A|^i^.„ 
Magazine! Renew your membership now! 



ttt E B V ««« 

8-bit Equipment Volunteers: 

Al Jennings 1050 Happy drive 
800 l!|Art^ JSc;lMp|^ Monitor 



re- 



ST Equipment Volunteers: 
LeRoy Valley Monitor Dan 



Once 



Char Davis Atari 



Barr owman 520 ST Paul 



again, a big THANKS to all of you who loan 
your equipment to the club. PLEASE, if you're 
scheduled to bring equipment and you're going 
to be late, or can't make it, CALL ME!! It's 
not fair tQ. -the rest o-f the people when therirl^ 
no monitor^ or cftrive for the system! 



OFFICERS of TAG 
LeRoy Valley 
Marty Schmidt 
Al Jennings 
Lance Middleton 
Ron Hoffman 



are as fellows: 
President 686-6796 
Treasurer /Sec. 792-6029 
8-bit Disk Lib- 790-1980 
ST Disk Librarian 
Asmtii^Mtl: ST Disk Lib. 




ST 
BACKUP 
UTILITY 

You can't backup your software 
because copy protection locks 
you out. ProCopy is the key! 

■ Protects against the occidental loss of 
expensive software 

■ Works witti all Atari STs 

■ Copies botti S/S & D/S disks p^^,^, 

■ Use with 1 Of 2<Siik iSm^ *^ inquiries 

■ Not copy protected ^: 

■ FREE shipping and hondUfig 

■ TOLL-FREE telephone number 

■ Updates ore only 312 with return 

■ Orders shipped same day 

■ Disk analyze function included 



KS4 



and C.O.D. 
orders 



$ 34.95 



Call (800) 843-1223 

PROCO PRODUCTS 

PO BOX 665. CHEPACHET. RHODE ISLAND 02814 USA 

(401)568-8459 

TH£ MOVING HNGflr^b. TECH-SOR 

lly Building 2 COMPUTER WHOLESALE 

i» c.r^i^ Shamrock Quay 324 Stirling Highway 

in turope Sisyiiompton. SOMQL Ctaremont 



and 

lAustraiasia 



EnglarKj 
Tel 0703-229041 



Western Australia 6010| 
Tel. 09-385-V885 




^ Viewpoint 



IS THE ATARI 8-BIT DEAD? 
by Tom Siemietkowski 

Everything we read today in magannes, 
periodicals and newsletters is Atari 8-bit, 
a computer, is DEAD. ^ ^ 



as 



How dead it is, is up to the individual 
computer owner. I have owned mine for about 5 
years and have dabbled in basic programming, 
word processing, spreadsheeting, graphics and 
some gaming. I have been a very active member 
in my users group for about that long a time. 
I have seen meebers come and go, some for a 
long spell and many for a meeting xsr twa'^dincf ^ 
disappear. Actually I am quite confused about 
what people mtmt from this phencMiUnan cMled 
the computer. 

For the money, this is by far the all around 
best computer (not game machine) on the market. 

About 10 years ago when this computer came 
out, there were many on the market that have 
all but disappeared and yet the Atari survives. 

Let me change that word survives. I mean 
flourishes, if we look at it in the correct 
perspective. Of all you Atari owners out 
there, how many of you are very proficient at 
all its capabilities? I would venture to 
say— very, very few- What do want out of your 
Atari computer? Is it dead or dying because it 
cannot do what you want it to do; is it dead or 
dying because the new expensive 16-bit machines 
are faster with better graphics; or is it dead 
or dying because you have heard there will be 
no new software on the maHcet? 

This 8-bit machir\e will do anything the->*^er4l^ 
computer owner will ask of it; Join a user 
group and ask them if they have some software 
and you will find out there is enough to keep 
just about anyone out there busy for many years 
to come. Even if there was never one more 
piece of software written, there would be more 
than enough around for all of uH for many 
years. By adding a printer to an existing 
computer and disk drive, a whole new world will 
open to you with just a handful of public 
domain programs^ . That would be an output of 
about *25p, ' " ' - 

As I said before, I am confused. "What do yiHt ^ 
want that this computer can't give you, without 
spending all that extra money for a big new 
one'"' There is nothing wrong with up-grading 
or starting with a bigger system. The idea of 
death for the 8-bit will not be. 



Dead is 

lot out 
want to 



deatf only if you Imt it ^e; there is a 
there. Jteist look and ask lihalt you 
do. 
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Atari News 



ATARI at the SUMMER CE3 
By *Brry Cross <G.A.G.) c^- ^ 

with Mike Simpson and Hike LecWeun (MA6IC) 
and Jchn Na^y <C-H.A.O.S.) 

^Most o-f this article is JERRY'S. All the 
re-ferences to "1" refer to him. This article 
IS condensed -from 3 separately prepared 
articles.) 

Under thil? motto "FLYING HIGH", ATARI had the 
ONLY first-liflih comuter manu-facturer's booth«^^ 
at thpi,:i|Rr.4iii^ng CONSUMER ELECTRONICS SHOW. 




Chicago' Hc©W»li®tC W»^^i, *«lcCORm^ ^^C^^ 
HO?&# .WcC^WICK NORTH, and AMERICANA CONGRESS 
HOTEL were all -Filled with electric dreams May 
31-June 2. Telephones and VCR's tool- the most 
■floorspace, and jast about anything else you 
can think of -filled in the remainder. 

The CES is where manufacturers and majofc 
distrit)Mt»rs of anything el#ctr.^E»e*j^f<arHjii* rts 
home") woo retailers and shew new product5,^=^jC^v 
This vear, COMPUTERS WERE OUT. Other ths-r, ^^,^=3 
ATARI, only a -few CLGNEs were -represented, 
nctabley the ARMSRTRAAD and 8LUE CHIP. 
Printers were even MORE out. You could &OWL in 
the several pHh1ler--m^nu#actur2r's booths- "'"he 
CES 13 for FUW stuc**v *f»d this year, do<i^t^ era 
are ^0pe*ri«^ly NO TOiC ^ 

EXCEPT for ATARI. The MEGA se-ies STs were MQT 
shown, nor the LASER PPINTER. becuase thev were 
too "upscale" -*-ar the CES, but two ATARI 
PC-CLurJEs on display (perhaps to prove that 
they do i?»ia#e<» •xt«tt>--«hd*ied Horn to be BLUE 
COMPATXBt^^iind stn^ not «tuff y. Bat dieratl, 
the ATARI display was ail about FUN. 



Was it worth if^ Driving on the Chicago 
Interstate system to get there? You Inow, 
such an exciting ride, they make you pay 
3dmi3sion fthey call it a toll). It's just 
li^e riding the bumper cars at Cedar point! 
It's just as scary too" ,^ 



it's 



it's worth 
fure 



.t. It's 



Yes, 

Evefywidre you 
with. Just look at the 
two-story booth with a 



like a circus there. 

are new toys to play 
Atari bcoth? A 
real Cesna ^;yf^wik 



airplane parked on top of it. There is even a 
cockpit in the lower section' They are puttin.^_ 
visitors m this cockpit and running the Flight . 
Simulator II <an an ST) and letting errcited 
would-be pilots -fly it! And just a few booths 
over, Microprose was showing their new Gunship 
program ^on an IBM) with a real Link Flight 
Training Simulator! What Wi^l^^ 
gei attention! . r >4 ^-%.t< 4r - 

As usual, ATARI had space -for third party 
so-ftware developera, although less than last 
year. Tom Hai^'ktfr of ICD had> a central <mp&t^^ ^ 
showing the impre-^sive line of 8-bit products 
like the MID and RsRi CONNECTION. SHELB0URr4E 
SOFTWARE was showing their prototype 3-D ST 
BREAKOUT, using the STEREOTEK 3-D glases. Thr 
was my -first opport . nity to use the glasses, 
and although the -flicker was distracitng, the 
effect was everything you could hope for. 
HV^ID ARTS had a iMtSj^JMP^W^^^ cierno going 
on a stage of their own, and Included a furry 
robot that appeared to play the keyboards and , 
smg as the music ran. 



.1 :i 




The eNibit was one of the most densely 
poptilated in the show, although it might ha-ve 

been c3L:s^?d Tncre by people STAYING to enjcy ♦'h* 
displa, than by --RAFFIC. Either wav, ^Z/^:^^ 
made 5 yR<^-/ qccd irr.pressicn on the _ ' 
entert ainment-mmded CES crowd. 
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People representing Atari at their booth were 
again members o-f the Chicago user groups, third 
party sd4^^Smre reps, and occasionally someone 
from Atari theffiselvi |Miifrr^lli'Tii#i^' i li a ^ d to tell who 
you wer it JUiHai ly to because all wore name 
badges stating they were -from Atari. Some 
pretty wild responses were heard by these 
reporters from some of the people (although not 
as wild as some of the comments from Neil 
Harris...more on that later). 

First, a few more shots at Atari and their new 
1200 baud modem (yes, again'). I had a heated 
argument with one of Atari's development folks 
that went something like this: 

ME: Why did you guys decide to use a handler 
that was r^^coflviatable with the B50-type 
handler, which iss^ " a«b«S# the standafiTtf for 

Atari's 8~bit computers? 

Atari: Any program written for the 850 will 
work with our modem. 

ME: HUH? That's not «fc«t ll«ll said before. 

Atarfe «ea, all tiave tdP^^^^«f^=e|tfJend the 
handler we include with the communication kit 
with your program and it will work Just fine. 

ME: That's just the point! What if I wanted to 
use a M/L or commercial program with it? The 
850 handler is already built in, and there is 
no way to use these programs without a lot o-f 
hassle. 

Atari: Then those companies will have to modify 
the program to work- 

ME: But it would have been easier to just 
design your modem to use an 850-type handler' 

Atari: The kit will come already packaged with 
an e-ceilent terminal program, so there is no 
need to use other term programs. Keith 
Ledbetter has re-written EXPRESS to work. 

ME: But ¥«hmt if I wanted to 

BBCS, or sd«iie other BBS .^mi^mmT^^m\»t ? t^m^> 
ol^her public domain programs? 



Atari: It's not our -fault if they don't want to 
release the source code so people can modify 
the programs. 



program that 
he new modem 



StiCllfr*© the point«.Why not just us^m«,- 

Atari; But we don't need to' Any 
worWs with the 350 will work with 
by simply using our handler.. 

ME: AAARRRGGGGHHW - ~. 

At this point I d&cH^d to gcr wer to the Adult 
ViidM section and cool off (which is the WRONG 
place to go if you want to cool of+'). 



Later on, I had a discussion with a very well 
informed source about the modeee^^Xt seeflMT that 

the modem is only 507. Hayes compatable when 
used directly with the Atari (using their 
cables and handler). It seems it does not 
support the DTR pin, and has many other flaws. 
So, if you have been waiting for this modem 
with the hopes of saving money by not buying a« 
interface, think again! You will have to do 
without many of the ^iHy es features, and forget 
using it for a BBS! 

If you've noticed our negative slant so far, we 
must apologise. But after talking to other 
Atari users coming from the booth we couldn't 
help but notice that -^tf lot of our feelings were 
shared with other fellow IfMiarians. There were 
some good things to come out of the booth. On 
top of the bi-leveled booth rested a Commanche 
aircraft, wmg span and all. You had to get a 
boarding pass from one of the lovely Atari 
flight attendants (another nice thing about the 
booth). But that's not what you were going up 
there for. You were there to see.-.^*^ ^rv^ ru^^^^ 




... the brand new Atari XE Game System (XEGS). 
A sleekly styled grey unit with round pastel 
buttons for reset, option, select, and start. 
The once optional-now standard keyboard is 
physically separate from the game unit. This 
is the lap top keyboard many of us have been 
waiting for! The help key is on the keyboard, 
separated from the other function keys. The 
XEGS IS essentially a redesigned 65 XE 
computer. The XEGS i^/ill run all standard 
peripherals, but h^is no parallel bus. As Mike 
L. went up to see the unit, there was a hub-bub 
of activity below. Was this because a member 
of MAGIC was here to see it? Nope, Just VP 
Michael Katz escorting the Toys R Us delegation 
up for a first class demonstration and some 
major league arm twisting. ..we saw a good show 
and the TRU people left the "hanger" smiling. 

With the XEGS comes Flight Simulator, Bug 
Attack (packaged with light pistol), and 
Midnight Magic pinball, each in cartridge form. 

Flight Simulator is on Atari's new 128K super 
bank select cartridge. A 256K cart is also in 
the works. These carts and accesories will be 
available to computer owners about 6 months 
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a-fter tt»e re-tea I3 a-f the XEGS. Atari has 
acquired the rights to many so-ftware titles 
i^hich Will ai-sa be released on car^iilg* iism^jmrnt . 
(Chopli-fter, Archon, Ball Blazar. to name a 
■few). 

ATARI expects to spend MILLIONS □+ dollars this 
-fail in advertising the XE SYSTEM f#veft in 
comic booVfs), a* mgU as a major TV push for 
the ST. Tlni< c qw i mr taiils itw?^ n^ning full ti«e 
on a few of the DOZENS d+ monitors recessed in. 
the bDOth walls. The ST ads attac^ the 
MACINTOSH directly and are also aggressive m 
PC camparisions. The XE ads dwell on the huge 
existing base o-i- software -hor the ATARI, ,^tnd 
HINT that under the caver you might even find a 
usable computer. 

On tD other S3tu + -f, Atari was showing a new 
monitor (-fr^r the 8-bit's) called the XE1411. 
It 1= a color monitor, and is similar to the LT 
monitors. However, there is no plans to put <'r 
this monitor into production. It seems their 
RZcD department wanted to bring it to the show 
to see what the response was. I think it would 
be a swell idea for dedicated B-bitters to 
spiffy up their systems. I-f- you have a ITOXE, 
you have a miss-match setup already (grey IT-OXE 
computer, black and white disk drive, some 
other color monitor). With the new Atari disk 
drives, the new monitor will make your desk 
look much more professional. 

The new 30-cclumn c^rd was also shown, however 
there is stiil problems with the Atari-Writer 
80 program. This program is still not 
complete, and will probably not be ready when 
the card shows up in stores. Also, the Silent 
Partner-86 pra^am is ststt iw^^^Wi* "testing 
stage, and alw will not be ready. Althouglx. -n ^ 
tnis card is /Our only current way to get 
8;J-cclumn support on your 8-bit, I'm still not 
impressed with it. 
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What really worries me about Atari's push ot 
the game machine is the incredable showing that 
Nintendo received at the show. Not only did 
Nintendo have the biggest booth at licCormic 
North, th«r# were several companies showing new 
games that support their syjit««« There is alsa 
a new magazine available dedicated to the 
Nmtemto machine, and if that's f^t eQpUjS^ 
Sharp was showing a television set with a 
buiit-in Nintendo game machine' Is Atari 
really trying to compete against these guys for 
the computer game r.arket'* ^ 



Atari alfto^^lled ^ ^xO^t^m 'fai^^i0hpmT\q a new 
dislc: driven t^ISM th»^ )PSSi» t^t« c^^ 
support , mingUl/cSuial double density for a 
ma: imu.m storage of 360k. It will come with a 
pe.-j dcE called A-DCS, being written bv Bill 
Wiikenson. But there was a r^mor that this 
drive was having some trouble working with 
protected disks. The price for this drive is 
supposed to run about the same as the S50 
drives. 



H 



1 was also showing their ZcOO game machine. 



with se\erai new games. Tnese include Desert 
Falcon, Boxing, Crosibcw, Solans, Qbert, and 
Cracked. ' - ^ > 

— ' "^^'^^ • 

New for the 7800 macnme is One-on-One, Hat 
T^-i-i , S'j.mmer Games, bate. Team <(i*r:^pptiing, 
Karateka, and ChopLi-^ter. 

Zanth announced that their Midi-Maze game is 
finally complete and will be released m a 
couple of weeks for *39.95. Depending on the 
response <and if it's not pirated to death) 



i: ! » 



they 
support; 



release an update to include modem 



£^y: was showing several new games, but none 
were for the Atari. Maybe it's time for 
anoth#ir lettUT writing^^ campaign, eh? In«*iticled 
in their new releases are California Games, 
with surfing, skateboarding, and ether 
"in-t«row<4" games, and Street Sport* Basketball. 
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That'5 abcut all, since .-nost o+ the other new 
products are reviewed elsewhere in the 
newsletter. My Gverall view of the show is bad 
news -far the 8-Dit users. I saw very few new 
software d^^^^ft^mq^'^AniS-^f^^^ 

other tham^tf#*fii*r^«iik: "old" r\9m~ M 

Atari products. 

As -for the ST, things are certamlv much 
brighter. The MIDI music -field is e;;ploding 
with new products, and it seems every new show 
I attend has something new in software. The 
announcemefit of a 4-^fi>«Q> no^SGl^m^inq upgrade 
IS certainly welcome n^s to ■•Kj'-thumb'ed 
hackers. And there was talk of more CAD 
programs coming soon too. Just listening to 
what can be done with these programs are 
exciting! 

An unexpected ATARI exibit w«s "soiiM^ dl^'titnce 
from t»i» f*®if..r Njfil^lWH X^ltS^ mm^^mp^^- 
their line of ATARI CALCULATORS? Headed by 

former ATARI Vice President of Sales ; 
HARRIS, HARTECH has licensed the NAME from 
ATARI, but has NO other affiliation. This 
might be a trend- we might see MORE unrelated 
pr-;ducts witri ttne^^TARI ^afliSi Wll. PSOI logo/ - 




Many ATARI ST machines were seen in other 
e;;ibits, notably the COMPUTER SOFTWARE SERVICE 
booths, SOFT-KAT, and others. Overall, the ST 
seemed to be represented about evenly withr''^^" 
IBM-ish machines and slightly more than the 
AMIGA machines m third-party booths- 
Conversation with the developers showed no 
clear preference between the AMIGA and ST, only 
that both are really heating up in the 
ccmmercial software .marketplace. E^'.pect MUCH 
mere tor BCTH machines to be coming. ATARI 
clearly is staying in the FUN marketplace... 
while separately attacking the SERIOUS market, 
more often represented at the COMDEX shows 
rather than the CES shows. Reports +rom the 
COMDEX (running almost concurrently with CES m 
a terrible timing blunder) said that the ME'SA 
STs and LASER PRINTERS should see plenty of 
sales action in tht coming months, and the 




successful IBM EMULATION package from AVANT 
GUARDE should make more inroads in the 
office/business markets. 



NH: "...IS that the same daric wrote the 

one tor the 800?" v 

LT: "No, a different one. ..this one's from 
England." 

NH: "...he's ripping us off..." 

L Ts "I'f -he tries to release this, he's in for 
big trouble**." 

Sounds like +ond Commodore sentiments still 
exist in their hearts, eh? 

., ■ - ^ '■ 

On Monday^t9h%ii^^}9tt pn^^; Atari dub, CLAUGi 
held a -^mfmeimk^WB _ iiififiiiy for their aMttMn^r'X 

members and out-of-town Atarians. In 
attendance were many of the top Atari folks, 
and e::ecutives from companies supporting Atari 
like HyDrid arts. Antic, and Zanth. Neil 
Harris spoke to the group, and had these 
comiwr»«m6^ft- the Atan SOO emuiataigi-s : :^ . 

NH: laughter.: "...Darek Mihocka Cauthor of 
this emulatorJ has been a real pain in the 
pause, followed by more laughter -. We, tried 
to talk to that little twirp, but..." : o 

6i/en t,^ie Ofipcartunity to open the ST to another 
t««e> 4ili#ii^iMoricts i34 existtcig softMare, this is 
the attitude that Atari choosea -:fa3 ta'rt?. 
Surprisingly, Atari has given its reluctant 



During the show the emulator question came up 
again. As we left the booth after the second 
night of the show, we noticed a crowd gathering 
around MichTron's cubicle in Atari's booth. 
Was a new game being shown? A new database? 
Nope, just Leonard framiel and Neil Harris, 
Marketing Director ct Atari, playing around 
with the Commodore --64 emulator. Th^ir 
ccmments (VERBATIM) go as f o^ldliisz 
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blessino to relmmmt q4 the 800 emulator with OS 
and Rev. C basic modules intact, providing the 
source code is also released. A bidding war 
was rumored to have been won by ANALOG. 

i 
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ANTIC PUBLISHING INC. COPYRIGHT 1987. 
EXCERPTED BY PERMISSION. 

ANTIC'S JUNE '87 ATARI CES REPORT 

BY NAT FRJ£J^^ANI),,^IC^ €^ J_ 

"Okay, all those letters this month -from Antic 
readers have convinced us there's still an 
8-bit Atari market out there," said Springboard 
So-ftware president John Paulson at his 
company's CES booth. "You'll be glait to knoM 
that Springboard has noM wAmrtm^: Mork cm an 
8-bit Atari «r«rsion o-f IMeMSrocMi. 

Newsroom is a popular entry-level page layout 
program -for easy newsletters. Springboard is 
already showing an ST version o-f their 
Certi-ficate Maker here, this product is 
currently shipping. 

Good news for Atari graphics users who have 
been trying to find a touch tablet. Sunccm's 
Animation Station -for XL/ XE is now available. 
The included so-ftware provides many pre-drawn 
pictures as well as automatic shape generation. 

The tablet can be used in place o-f Jo /sticks 
or paddles to control any standard Atari 
so-ftware, according to Suncom. 

Strategic Simulations Inc. had extra reason 
■for celebrating at their s'jite, high above the 
Chicago River. Last week they signed a 
contract with TSR to start the -first computer 
versions o-f the original Dungeons and Dragons 
games. You should be able to play DS<D on your 
Atari by Christmas. 

Datasc-ft, now being released through Electronic 
Arts, has two welcome 8-bit titles due out 
before July. Video Title Shop (S29.«'5) lets 



you create colorful animated sequences witibr- 
graphics and moving text — which cap* b«i 
transferred to your videorecorder tape via 
standard electronics cables. Video Title Shop 
includes the Micro- Painter Plus paint prograiTi 
and a library of built-in borders and screen 
images. Scrolling, position-changes, fadeouts 
and a whole range of video special effects are 
supported. A second disk of video "clip art" 
•Hsm^^tm prograffl will also be released this 
year. 

Also from Datasoft at »29.95 is the second 
installment of Alternate Reality — The Dungeon 
— which seems to play much faster and more 
conveniently, with less disk swapping than-^|6ii«^ 
earlier installment of this large-scaie 
graphics r-ailventure 



Most of the unreleased software on display at 
CES was promised for shipment by early summer. 
One of ttie few new packages I MS Actually able 
to bring back #or r«vi««i ISft^VirtMOSO. TtHs 

15 the long-evolving music/graphics storylioaril^ 
system that Antic previewed almost two years 
ago. The XL/XE version is S4P.95 and the ST 
version is reportedly well along in 
development- 

ST NEW PRODUCT ROUNDUP 

Miat looked like a very powerful and 
easy-handling 2-D drafting and drawing program 
was being demonstrated by Xetec of Salina, 
Kansas (makers of the GrafiK AT which has been 
reviewed in Antic). SCAD gives you pages for 

16 ST drawings in RAM. All commands can be 
Operated from GEM or from the keyboard. The 
S99.95 program is due in September and will not 
be copy-protected. Page sires can be defined 
as large as 32 X 32 inches and many power-fttl ■ 
graphics editing tools are built-m. SCAD can 
convert images into DEGAS format. We'll also 
be reviewing Xetec's new Printer Enhancer, a 
S249.9g ^»i ii ^7^l tc»ier wt^ tl J lli it lit> typ# - 
•fonts. • ' - - - -^-'--^'j.- ' -- 

Passport Designs, a leading MIDI software 
house, IS rushing to convert its fi-^st ST 
product — Master Tracks Pro, a high-powered, 
user — friendly 64-track sequencer that has been 
winning rave reviews on the Macintosh this 
spring, t^m Passport CES team told Antic that 
three cut of four visiters to their booth 
wanted this_^fduct an^^h^^ ST instead q^^^ the 
Mac. J. _ „ . - 

Another specialized new use for the ST is tc 
run a graphics database for serious 
chessplayers. SciSys of London is showing two 
ver«imHf ©"f ST ChessBase — the software that 
curri^^jHOrld Champion Garry Kasparov ha'E been 
using 'ta;^^*5;f^n;y|f^. ^^PMrnagienjs^^^ ':. 



With Chessbase Sr., every recent tournament 
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game a-f an upcoming opponent can be -fed into 
the database and instantly ej;amined from a vast 
variety a-f viewpoints to pinpoint potential 
weak points of play. You can see how an^ 
oppenent reacts to any standard style o-f 
opening or strategy. ChessBase Jr. works with / 
the eicpensive Leonardo world-class chess > 
computer and the ST. U.S. distribution for all 
these products was being finalized at CES- 

An add-on to PrintHastB*^ Plus, the Print Shop 
workalike from Unison i^orld, will be a Fonts 
and Borders disk. Price is not yet set. 

Mindscape, which hosted a Sunday rock cldies 
concert for 1,000 (Bo Diddley, Sam Dave) i 
shOMSd two. 929.95 ST color garnsn,- designed in 
England, iMMUA a l3iili4P^#i »#aflie pl*^«d 

mside a^gMtl^Mlt>i*Ntre you can .adjust the gravity 
and line up your shots of-f any wall. Plutos is 
a shootout where /our rocket flies over the 
scrolling surface of the huge enemy mothership 
and attempts to destroy it. . 

visually^:«iMHiyaM» qrmphim adventure game 
Brataccas, comes another lushly-detailed 
extravaganza. Barbarian moves a Conan-type 
hero through an a vast, scrolling underground 
kingdom — color only — where monsters and 
hordes of enemy guards must tm-Q^^tsrcamm «n *r>" 
every screen. 

Electronic Arts is starting to crank out seme , 
ST titles too. An enhanced version of Music 
Construction Set — with MIDI — is due m July 
for $39.95. Other new features are direct 
waveform editing and a jukebo;-j playback mode. 

EA has also taken over distribution-^)^ tiipt r 
First Byte taMfeing ST software. First releases 
are MathTalk, a flashy arithmetic drill for 
youngsters, and a talking compute*^ version of 
Mad Libs, the pcplular series of humor books 
where you add inappropriate words to prepared 
storylines. 

super- Diplomacy strategy game called Empire, 
where you conqtier weal- er parts cf the world and 
force therr to build weapons and raise new 
armies for your war machine. But your enemies 
are just as ruthless, and you can also start 
the by .r«^^#rw!«if>9 mi^ th» 4#©rld -tp 

surt yowr o^-^iH^M^^^' - ^^iv-.... ^ K|j .-^m^ 

Logical Design Works has a whole line of 
fast-moving ST gambling simulations for S34.95 
each. Vegas Gambler combines blackjack, 
roulette, slot machine and poker machine. 
Other titles availa&lief :ar# Ve^St Qrstpm a^ €lub 
Back^afMNciru - 



From Canada Jagware is making its ST debut with 
mien Fires, a color-only 3-D spa^^e ^^e^^^ , 
JPTTiving this summer. - - - 

AVATEX 2400 BAUD MODEM 

Avate;;, well-known for its low-priced 
Haves-compatible modems, now has a speedy 2400 
baud unit. List price is S319 but previous 
Avatex modems have been dramatically 
discount ed.^*^^ 



Marchvam 

DETAILS ON THE XF551 
by John Nagy (C.H.A.O.S.) 
^All photos also by John Nagy) 





Th« nmm tPSSX DISK DRIVE is a sleek new gray 
box about i/Sr the size'W^^M E)SO it will 
replace, and is actually styled mar#-^ itafcfT'^ 

the PC-CLONE than the XE. That's not 
surprizing, as the same drive unit is used in 
the clone. It will be almost 360K, using a 
true double sided double density disk format, 
plus a modified system that will almost triple 
the read/write speed. It will be shipped with 
"ADOS", a new disk operating system from OSS 
INC, the people that brought you DOSXL, BASIC 
XE, ACTION, etc. ADOS will be able to read DOS 
2 and the alien "density-and-a-half " of DOS 2»5 
as ^ell as its own disks, but will not be 
backwards-compatible. ADOS should be usable m 
older ATARI compatible drives, and may be 
^arf sted separately f^aturn^^ificlude 
SLibdii-ectories and optional menus. It '^ound^ "a 
lot like SPARTADDS fr-om ICD COF^. 

Although it is scheduled for summer r-«iease 
ft^lt^^RRIS argJ other ATARI officials admitted 
that the XFS51 wa»'twivihg some trouble being 
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■fully compatible with same disk prctection 
schemes in common useage, and might be delayed 
some time to work it and other points out. The 
new drive eliminates both the 1050 and any 
plans for a 3.5" 8-bit disl«; drive, heavily 
rumored few the last nine VMsnths. 

■~ ? ' ■- . 

Already, the new drive has triggered 
speculation o-f interchangability with the ST.- ^ 
Since the XF551 is basically a PC external 
drive already, hopes are being voiced that the 
ATARI PC and the ST will have mterchangable 
drives, allowing access to 5.2^ disks <as m 
PC EHOLATION) -for the ST, and to 3.2S" ST 
drives -for the PC. NEIL HARRIS, head o-f ATARI 
product te!rite^#atian, con-firmed that the 
inter-faces were to be identical, and "mix and 
match" would be very possible, depending 
perhaps on your DOS. HOPEHOPEHOPE. 




Programming 



THE FORTH STAGE- 
A LEARNING GUIDE 
by £d Crisler (A.L.E.) 
(part 3) 

Once upon a time (around the late 60's) there 

was a man named Charles H. Moore that was -fed 

up with the existing programming languages o-f 

the time. I bet you can't guess what language 

he created. 

• 

I have always -found the history of FORTH to be 
very interesting, so I t^aug^ygg^^v^r g^t. , 
o-f it this timm around. 

FORTH is unique in that it is the only language 
not produced by a development team, but rihthsr 
by a single nan, Charl««; namrm^^^l^. fimt 
actual use o4 TOtTM imm »»^ hNw Hoor e 
wrote a program -for a radio telescope. In 
1973, due to the growing demand -for his 
language, Moore create FORTH Inc. The language 
is unique in yet another -fashion, it is the 
only language that is written in itself. Qh 
yes, earlier versions are written in otlMr 
languages but the newer ^^viK^iHbpns of FORW «re 
writt«i» ^In^QltfH*-. . .^^ - ^- 

' - % 

Let's start this session of with something of 
great importance, the screen editor. If you 
have already read the doc section on the 
editors use, you have probably found it fii>^^t)»]|» 
at aU. Let's stw^ #w^#6ratch- Mliy do you 
want «tw aftt^r*? It •M.lmm ycMi to save screens 
of definitions that you only nMKl at specific 
times. To use it is easy. 
1) Find an empty scripen on your disk. 



2) Put ' tfMT -mtmm-^^am mm^''mmimp^ ti«to w-r- 

c ommandL : teg. lO UE) 

3> Cl«ar the screen by using the WIPE command. 

You now have an empty screen to save your 
definitions on, so, "NOW WHAT?** you asK. And a 
very gtM /<|u»stion to, if I miglTk add* Use th# 
arrow km^ -^Jmmtm the curnor-iip^^Mil^the 
scrreen. You will notice a command put on the 
screen ;S. This tells FORTH that the screen is 
finished and to stop compiling. Move this to 
the last line of the screen. This way anything 
you save here can be added to your language by 
loading the screen- number (eg. 10 load). Onc*"^"^ 
ycM tew^j^iMMNtr-iiitli your definitions, flove 
ttm citf^ver ttawn /^''the DOIT statement and press 
return,' this put# you back in command mode. To 
save the finished screen type FLUSH , to end 
without saving type FORTH. The other commands 
given m the docs are very easy to understand. 

Did anyone figure aui^^mm reMMiP^fir the 
DUP in my mxmmpUm Ust time? I'll 
while longer to ponder it. 

What I will explain today is the ' ." ' 
command. This command is very similar to 
BASIC'S print statement. -"Sir sure to put a 
spaev mt^mr "^^Hsmmmt^ before you 
yi3# hmM ^ iirint. When yoitf- mnrn w rn tm" ' 
finished you close the command with a ** you do 
not need a space before this command. 




You may have noticed that all the print was put 
together on the same line, similar to the 

by a BASIC pHk^ ^mm^ 
"fm. MMit fSMT Ipi^ to CP l tmm e tant^m^ 
' JHwy ^'to make it move on you use the CR 
command.(eg. .'* this is a test** CR ) Any time 
that a CR command is encountered FORTH does a 
carriage return. 

Perhaps it's time for a brief explanation of 

F0RTir»^io9ifu As ym wmmmm^mikimM -m^mm 
firt <m^i^»s (Dm tft€^ v- mmWrn . tutf-d* ^ 

I had just defined. The reason lo'^hat in 

FORTH you design the program by writing many 
small modules and calling them, rather than one 
big program. This makes it much easier to make 
an error free program as you can test each of 
tho-'imaU module as they i«liv fi mitwtti . 



Let's say we have already defined the above 
word. We now want to create a word that will 
return the cube of a number. A programmer in 
any other language might Agb >tt adR 
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Which would work but would be considered 
unstructured code and will be a little slower 
than: 
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: CUBE DUP SQUARE « ; 

This is how a good FORTH programmer Mould solve 
the same problem- Always break the program 
into as small of parts as possible. This is 
not only easier to debug but it actually uses 
memory more e-f-ficiently. The whole key to 
programming in FORTH is to think in terms of 
human logic rather than machine logic. 

As ycM ^fine each word of a program you are 
slowly building a pyramid, that at it's top 
will be 
thing. 

Well, I'm about out of space so I'll leave you 
with an example program and let you try to 
figure it*^<il*i^#fi your^^own* I'll offer a full 
explanation next tUmm until tiMm, fc:«ip th^%^. 
FORTH! — 4^^^ 

: SQRE DUP » . ; 
: PRINT DUP - SQR IS " ; 
- t mtA lO O DO X PRB^ 

(Run the program by typing DATA.) 




Review 



ST NOTES by LeRoy Valley (TAG) 

The age of 2400 baud modems is upon us, and 
there are deals to be had everywhere! With 
more and morer^MS's supporting 2400 baud, the 
CfMit: of one of ^MKM li^tning fast modems can 
quickly be repaid. Hmm Iqi i er jiifci aiia, llii ls. 
Since 2400 baud is now tearking very reliably, I 
expect to see Genie, Compuserve, and Delphi 
offering 2400 baud service at a local phone 
number m the near future. ^~ 

'^atmm-^tmm'^'m^Jhmmm baliiAl^ cost, you might 
ask? Ti^e a guess. ^''•ftOC^ MB|^ too tiigh. 
S500? Lower, lower! S400? Well, rather than 
keep you guessing, I'm going to blurt out the 
answer ...♦199.99" Yes, -for ^200, you can own 
a full featured 300/1200/2400 baud modem. And 
you can choose from three different modems! 
BroMding threu^^^ti^ ^iliKl^ iseiJMi^^ CcMiputer 
Shopper, I located ttrsMT- companies that are 
selling 300/12<38eM3WK>^i#*i^ external modems for 
♦200. All three claim compatibility with the 
Hayes AT command set- The^ three companies (and 
their modems) are: 

€El 800— U®A-DISK Supermodem 24 5 year warranty 



Advanced Oomfi* Tech. 800-6S4-6464 Expert 24e 
2 year warranty 



lim Flex 800-USA-FLEX desktalk n 5 year 
•Mtf^ranty-I ended up selecting the desktalk II 
from USA Flex, because I have dealt with them 
before and have been very pleased with their 
service. Also, the desktalk II is fully 
compatible with the Hayes AT command set. ..at 
ALL speeds (there are some specific commands 
for 2400 baud).' «^a#* #i# two may also 

be compatible at all speeds, USA Flex was the 
«ifiiy one^'^ mention it in their ad. 

When I received the modem, something rattled 
inside and I thought that it might be broke. 
Upon further inspection I discovered that it 
was the lithium battery bouncing around inside. 

Pulling the modem apart, I quickly fixed this 
problem. However, I did run into a proMem 
here. The manual does not mention a battery 
anywhere, and also doesn't tell you how to pull 
the modem apart! There aren't any screws, and 
no fastening tabs! It turns out that the modem 
IS held together by friction on four plastic 
posts. I admit that the case looks cheap, and 
the construction is not the best...but it works 
great and has a S year warranty. In fact 1 hi^, 
less problems downloading with this modem than 
I had with a U.S. Robotics 2400 Courier (list 
♦595!). 

It was while disassembling the unit that I 
found some info^«hji^^«Mlii me re*l*g^«d that I 
ftttiked this modeii^ It ie fwnofactured by 
Incomm Data Systems who, by the way, also makes 
the Incomm Turbo 2400 — a very popular S400 
modem that is upgradeable to 4800 and 9600 baud 
(by a simple chip change) and offers MNP error 
correction as an option (MNP error correction 
1» used by ^a 'large number of mainframes). 
Placing a quick call to USA Flex, I foural out 
that this is simply the generic model of the 
Turbo 2400. At half the price it sports all of 
the -features — it's upgradeable and you can 
get Mt^ error correction if SQ c^s^j!^ . 

The desktalk II offers all of the 
goodies...Auto answer, auto dial, help screen, 
afMt^it to t«tt^ytl|A 'fihat's going orHrw j'- r 

You've got led's for High Speed, Auto ftiiMiSi , 

Ring Indicate, OH, Carrier Detect, Transmit 
Data, Receive Data, Request To Send, Clear To 
Send, Data Terminal Ready, and Data Set Ready. 
The back of the modem has two phone jacks for 
line and phone, and also has four dip switches. 

The dip switches allow you to set DTR and/or 
CD/CTS/DSR permanen^ijf Ofi^^^tf^ mkmgi ml^^ , 
to set the modem for auto answer on the second 
ring. (All of these paramete|rs»#re ,al%9^^ 
software settable) 

There is an internal speaker to allow you to 
monitor the phone line whilys^the connection is 
being made, and the voliiiiie is software 
adjustable. (Althon^ I couldn't set it as low 

as I would like to — I don't want it off, but 
O IS still a little too loud.) Nearly every 
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parameter, once set, can be saved in the non- 
volatile fflemory. (That's where the MthtlMi 
battery CQ*«i inJ . 

It's capable o+ asynchronous AND synchronous 
communications, and supports both tone and 
pulse dialing! There's also a whole bunch *o.4 ' • ' 
built in diagnostics that the user can run. 

As an added bonus (It didn't excite me too 
iMiCh) you get a -free communications 
package...+or an IBM. TransMIT is actually a 
very nice looking piece o-f software, so maybe 
you could sell it to some IBM user and liifee^W 
little eoney. It comes in a nice velour bin^mt 
and looks very professional. 

All in all, I would have to recommend the 
desktalk II to anyone looking -for a new modem. 
At this price, I simply couldn't recommend a 
1200 baud to anyonei Remember - It's got a 5 
YEAR WARRANTY! 

Oh, I forget to mention one other fact. When 
you buy it, USA Flex will refund your money to 
you in thirty days if you're not satisfied for 
any reason! How can you go wrong? Well see 
you next month, I've got to go burn some phone 
lines!! 




Industry 
Report 



Tom and Gerry Visit ICD 
by Jerry Cross and Mike Lechkun 



Oh well, Mike's lousy mouse Joke at least got 
us in the door and to tJm^ HgtmptUm^^ Wi 
ent«red an cil# ^textile factory on a bumpy road 
on the south side of Rockford, Illinois. The 

building's reduced demands allowed it to house 
small, emerging buisnesses. This is where ICD 
resides- 

After the aforementioned bout with the 
re ciipiW lillt, we were greeted by Marilyn, one 
of the executive secretaries, and were shown 

the main office. This office house other 
secretaries, accounting and art departments, 
and programmers. Sitting on a dresser in t:he 
middle of the room was a 520 ST. Courier 2400 
modem, disk and hard drives — in short, the IdO 
BBS. That's .Mhere the fun st«H!^ 



We were introduced to staff programmer Keith 
Ledbetter. Keith, of Express! fame, showed us 
his first products for his new employer. ICD 
Express! (we think that was the title) is an 
ST BBS program that will knock your socks off 
and serfatl ttiim acfross the room! It's really 



that good! Tfm ^ogram is a mixture o+ 
features found on 850 BBS Express! and some of 
the major on— line services. Written in a 
language composed by Keith (also to be released 
as soon as it is documented), ICD Express is a 
callers dream, yet not a Sy sop's nightmare. Ifl ' 
the download section, a user can scan th^^^Ht:^ < 
of available files, or view each filename 
f ollo««ed tiy a brief description- Arc'ed files 
can be un-arc'ed on-line to view the separate 
files contained in the master file. The sysop 
may set a variety of flags restricting/ allowing 
different privledges to individual users. 
Standard X-modem, CRC X-modem, and Y-modem are 
the protocols supportMir K^rwifs batc^iirig 
allows some users to type in and download 

everything, and I'm not too keen on that," said 
Keith. 32 message bases can be created, with a 
maximum of 250 messages each containing 4000 
bytes of information- This will cost you over 
a meg of memory, but that's the breaks — get a 
Mega ST when they com out! Thread followifiQt 
tagged messages, aiMt^ new on-line text editor 
makes thkm message area complete. 

I thought the suggested retail of $79.95 was 
reasonable, Jerry thought it a bit pricey- For 
ICD's first foray into the ST field, this seems 
an excellent product in the tradition 
has established. 

After Hike got up off his knees in worship to 
Mr- Ledbetter, the tour moved on. Up an 
escalator and through a vacant machinery room 
we went. Marilyn left us in the capable hands 
of Brad, head of shipping/handling and 
production. Btm^m of m^m*tm4, incompleted 
MIO devices ««ere about the room. Each MIO is 
tesIM from 9 to 24 hours for reliability 
before packaging and shipping. This commitment 
to quality along with ICD's excellent consumer 
support has forced them to expand three times 
within the warehouse- Surely a fourth - o 

expansion is eminant. When Jerry complained of 
a l«cl*^4«*^ality service on non-ICD equi 
m his area. Brad rather matter-of-f aqjyky: 
"send It in to us - Tom (Marker, ICD's ~r 
President) will look at it." ICD routinely 
assists with all installation of their products 
at reasonable fees- ICD installs Rambo's 
(memory upgrades), and US Doublers (1050 drive 
■JLliaiiLmKint tf . for and ^mm JUm^n i look al^^ ^ 
user^ equipment as well when their - o»m jgir^0ii^t 
checlks OK. 

After being frisked for any free sample MIQ's 
(just kidding), our tour had ended. In spite 
of the grubby faittdry style surroundings, ICD 
IS a company commit; t ed i Hji i wJm i lU ty to «U 
Atari okimm^ ffW# is one book you'««i*t 
by the 
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Add $3.00 SHnmg M-F I0am-7pm 

A R S (312} 530-0988 

lerchandising ^ 

mooEfn mHoriESS 

2400 BaiKUUTO-ANSWER/DiAL 
y 100% HAYES COMPATIBLE, 
Q 5- YEAR Limited WARRANTY! 
$224.95 SPEQAL INTRO PRICE 

GOOD ON ORDERS RECEIVED BY 8-31-87 
FOR MOOEM BROCHURE 



A Pnmm CmTROL Chit 
^ ■ $39.95 

GAIN INDEPENDENT CONTROL OF ALL 
YOUR COMPUTER PERIPHERALS JUST 
21" X IZl" X 13.6" (H X W X D> induties: 

© FUaV SHELOB) METAL CASE (FITS 

l«CTL¥4M)ER TV or, MOWTXim 

I© RVE 120 VAC SOCKETS NDMDUALLY 

CONTROLLED FROM FRONT PANEL 
i© 5 LIGHTED ROCKER SWITCHES 
CORRESPOND TO MDiVIOUAL SOCKETS 
ON THE REAR PANEL (Martasct 
MOMTOR, PRMTER, AUX % AUX 2) 

© 1 MASTER POWER ON/OFF SWITCH 
©15 AMP CIRCUIT BREAKER/UL US 
© BULT-IN SOLID STATE LINE CON- 
DITIONING CIRCUITRY FOR SURGE 
PROTECTION MTH NOISE &Bvi FILTERS. 

®= NEW 8-BIT TITLES 

•BOULDER DASH CONSTRUCTION KUT* 

$19.95. 

MARS*BDCK*DK#1 PO 0K#270 
$5.00 (just $aOO witti pmhase of 'BDCIC'). 
CONTAWS 2 ORIGINAL GAMES FOR USE 
WITH BOULDER DASH CONSTRUCTIDN iOT. 




**LODE RUNNER CHALLENGE DK#2 $7.» 
MARS PD #231 - 125 MORE, ORIGINAL 
SCREENS FOR USE Vm%^MK RIJNNER! 
. . .THATS JUST 6 CENTS A SCREBR 

»^ REQURES LOOE RlttCR/BROOERBUM) 
«SOa» = BOUJDER DflSH CONSTRUCTION ICrr/^^ 




Review ST 



ExcerptiUQt i^rmkiP-m^Bmr- Disk Magazine - 

RtbENT BASE just became the -fourth databai 
that I have used (or tried) on the SI. The 
-first was tne obvious DB MASTER ONE, given to 
me with the purchase o+ my 520 ST. Even though 
it used the GEM features, it quickly found its 
way into my "Archives^ ? Hat thmt it was 
unusable, butfc «aink» iwr^MiuM ^j^OBft snatch Ay 
needs. The second was H 8c D BASE- This one im 
close enough to a professional database and 
what's more, it is very similar to DBASE II 
that IS so well known m IBM circles. Not bad, 
but the first versions were buggy. DB MAN is 
the third, a I^kSE mt^-^^anm *^Mo»% l»err«^«' 
scMsethmg interesting'* I said to myself as r^- 
adopted it. 

The first things I look for in a database are: 

- Ability to work with many databases 
simultaneously; 

- Inter — relation capacity between datatwMW i^- 
* Ability to create piffWi i litn res; * 

- Printed output format editing and desi^ingi 

- Possibility of saving variables. 

DB MAN satisfies ail these requirements. 
f^&ENT BASE is not as flexible but nevertheless 
incluiMif ^r^iiiMr portion of thstt* ^tta^m^s. AND 
it's much easier ta^-umm^' 

On the plus side, REbbNT BASE runs under the 
GEM environment and even the user created 
databases can make use of 6EM ( mouse button 
). RE&ENT BASE then allows for a better screen 
layout and <iff^uch improvscl marking space for 
the end-ruser- 

Another plus for REGENT BASE: it has its own ^ •• 
integrated text editor. With DB MAN, we have 
to use a separate editor. To run a program or 
procedure, one must load DB MAN m memory and 
then run that program or procedure. If there 
was an er^ldi^^ you have to load t^M#^^1ft€8>4b»^i-mmi^», 
your correctiCMis, replead DB If iil^ f m^r y m ^ - 
etc... With REGENT BASE, after you've written 
the program or procedure, you can call the 
processor and run the program immediately. In 
the case of an error, RE13ENT BASE brings you 
back to the editor with the cursor resting on 
the mistaken ^ - ^ 

REGENT BASE is sold with a 16^ pages manual in 

a 9" X 8" binder, which is very convenient with 
an inside pocket where you find the REGENT BASE 
diskette. The diskette contains the RE&ENT 
BASE programs as well as two complete 
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applications that may be used as tutorials, but 
since they're so good, they will be very 
practical -for some users. 

Th« manual >» split betMeen chapters mnd 

the incieic. 

The -first chapter called "GETTING STARTED" 
gives the in-formation needed -for a -first run of 
REGENT BASE. It also contains a mini-manual 
-for each one of the applications included in 
the package. * , 

Tiv»"MLnual is nr^ten in a reference book «Cpr« 
(except for the first chapter) and those 
looking for a tutorial in the book will be 
deceived. People who have never used a 
database will have to read certain passages a 
■few times and maybe even look -for other 
information sources. But in general, tlHV'^ 
vai^ious itees m the manual are clearly 
identified ani y€N».4ion*t>m«d to look around 
for a day -and » Iwlf %m MmA a desired 
pass 



The FORM EDITOR allows you to create or modify 
tiMt database templates and the commands needed 
to activate it. The FORM EDITOR is made of tMO 
partsf orw #01^ CRmating fields and for the 

screen presentation, and the second which is 
nothing more than a text editor used to create 
the programs and procedures. 

The first part is chilled the 5EM OBJECT EDITOR 
and is used WliMi%#'the design aiid the 
ieentents of the file. There are drop mmfiuSir> 

containing the varimi» editing tools such as 
CUT, PASTER the file manipulation tools, LOAD, . 
SAVE. A sub-menu for designing the screen 
output contains the text effects and colors 
tools. Another sub-menu allows you to move 
between both par^ of the FORW EDITOR. 

Th» fMd» are m^tetf i«i*:h the l%elp of the 

mouse tOE&select the type of field (by 
clicking), position the field (by dragging) and 
to select the width of the field (by stretching 
the field's box). 



If I compare it with my preferred database 
program (DB MAN), I can say that REGENT BASE 
lacks a bit of flexibility, meaning that DB MAN 
has a much larger language and is therefore 
capable of more detailed processing. However,, 
rm attracted by two things in REGENT BASE. it-, 
supports GEM in its working tools and also in 
iXm rSpplicsteUins, ^mid even though its language 
IS less evolved than DB MAN'S, it is oo 4esSi; ^.vj 
efficient and easy to use. 



Consequently, I don't think I would be making a f it. 
mistake^y saying that casual users .b#»» 



enough power to work with in REGENT BASE for 
their personal management. It might even be 
powerful enough for various professional 
users. 

REGENT SOFTWARE 
7131 Owensmouth, 
suite 45A, 
Canoga Park, 
CA 91303 
(818) 882-2800 




Review Eight 

MIO MANIA: A PERSONAL REVIEW 
by DOUG FELDMAN (WAUG) 



(EDITORS NOTES Although Me ran a compleW^^^ 
review of Jthe IHQ a few months ago hmrm^t^wmp^ 

Doug's experiences and observations answer 
several of the continuing most-asked questions 
about the "MUTI-INPUT-OUTPUT" device from ICD 
INC.) 



After reading two very favorable reviews m 
Analog (march 87) andr Antic (Apr^L J6l|^i^ MOL^v 
seeing the big full page advertising, I could 
not resist. I decided to buy the MID for my 
Atari 800XL. The first critical decision was 
which version to buy. The 256K MIO is $199 and 
the 1 meg MIO is approximately ^325. Finally, 
I took the cheapskate approach. There is a big 
de^i l i c i thmm kittle m otmi^ ditt"^^^ ^ ' ■ - 
suggested that a mail order coo^any or a local 
retailer may be able to supply one quicker, but 
I received it m little over a week. 



My first experience after connecting it to the 
XL parallel bus and turning on the XL and the 
MIO was the horratote dtotortion of my vid u tt 

display. I have been using a 13 inch color 
(Zenith) all these years with respectable 
picture quality. But with the MIO connected, 
the picture quality was so distorted that I 
could hardly read the MIO command menu. For 
the next several days, my primary concern was 
trying to remedy this situation. Mike Olin 
told me that all was well with his MIO and XE 
using a home TV. ICD said they had primarily 
tested the MIO using monitors connected to the 
XL and XE. I did verify that the MIO and XL do 
send a very clear picture using a video 
monitor. From among many of the suggestions I 
collected over the next several days, one idea 
from Tim Grzechowski seemed to help the most. 
I have taken all the slack wire in the video 
output cable and wound it around an empty pailier 
towel holder. This creates a kind of RF 
interference filter. Furthermore, I discovered 
that the exact placement of the video cable and 
^he proximity to the telephone cable also play 
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an important part of the overall pictursf 
quality. I have described all this in 
extensive detail because t+ie j)roblem is ver- 
disturbing'!! 



cannot fqfiBi 
disks. 



After t wo !df exploratiOfV tl«f» j||riC jiome 

of my discoveries yisltf^: tllwt MQ^ Jfi ¥Mrmm 
software a^pUeiitsisrK^ 

First, the choice of DOS is critical to gain 
complete access to all the MIO features. 
Although LCD built it with SpartaDOS in mind, 
off^ ^MTiUi vcr«IOf» 3^ wHm^^kork when the MIO 
IS eormmt^HSB^ 'Ml other Sparta versions will 
cause complete loss of drive access after you 
boot up the system. . > _ ^ 

Second, Atari DOS 2.5 will not access the niO 
Ramdisks. However, DOS 2.5 will allow the print 
spooliir HumS^Sr^^in^^ quickly tested other 
DOS's and f€Sima that Atari DOS 2;0, SmartDOS 
6.1 and MYOOS 4J&^¥till allow complete access to 
the MIO f^amdlsks. 

As -far as I can tell, almost all dedicated 
software packages will at least access the 
print spooler feature. Thus, Print Shop will 
not access the extra Ramdisks, but you can 
allocate a very big fjrint spooler and regain 
the Print Shop Editor menu about 1/2 of the way 
into a printout. I have experienced one bug 
thus far with Print Shop. If I choose an editor 
option requiring access to the disk drive (Dl:) 
while the print spooler is completing a 
printout, the program seems to wait until the 
entire printout is finisFi^d befor|f: ttgpeii^'f^ 
accessing the <^ve. I 

T have unhappily discovered that the XM-301 
version of BBS Express will not operate if the 
MIO IS connected. I had hoped to use the MIO 
on the UAUG BBS. I have made several calls to 
talk to Keith Ledbetter about this (he now 
works at ICD)». At first he thought it was a 
conflict between Sparta 3.2 and the modem 
handler. Then he decided there was a conflict 
between the MIO ROM and the BBS software. 
Apparently, there are no conflicts m his 850 
version of the BBS. So, I guess I had bad luck 
on this application! 

My most successful implementation of the MIO 
thus far is loading the AtariWriter Dictionary 
Disk into MIO D2:. Then when using AtariWriter 
Plus, I can select the Spell Checker module and 
have the Dictionary Disk online in MIO Ramdisk 
D2: The spell checking is very fast and must 
rival the speed of PaperClip XE. This 
configuration still leaves me a 64K print 
spooler on my 256K MIO. A small problem seems 
to be that MIO Ramdisk sectors are always 
double density. So, if you Scopy a single 
density disk (720 SD sectors; into a MIO 
Ramdisk, it will consume 720 DD sectors. This 
im a net waste o-f *5>2K Ram. ICO says that you 
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I also discovered a very usetul MIO utility on 
Compuserve. The MIO.ARC file contains ML 
routines to save your current MIO configuration 
to Dl: A second utility will read the config 
file and reset the MIO. These utilities are 
conveniently in iw auf it ffr twi ^«thm a *.SAT* fti« 
(SpartaDOS). 

I recently spoke to ICD and was told they are 
writing new ROMs for a future upgrade of the 
MIO. There are several reported bugs witti^th* ' 
print spooler pointer An0^4kimah prdblmm^ have 
dey^^fiped after extended p#rlod9 jNhttS*. 

As you can see, the marriage of the MIO and my 
XL has been kind of rocky so far. I would 
suggest that anyone considering buying the MIQ 
should first borrow one and test out the exact 
softwar* hardwa^ applioaitiiM ytKi have in 
mind. I wiU be glad to mmmtr- yoSKf- 
m person and help anyone interesteigk^4i^ testing 
out the versatility of this device. 
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Dirty Power Spells 
Big Trouble for 
Small Computers 

Typicqlypty power 1$ perfectly satisfactofy for 
appliorces, luting, smafimotorsorK]! other ■ 

similar uses in the home, store or office. But ' 
when it comes to computers and sophisticated 
electronic equipment power from the line can 
be real trouble. Power iippjg^Sfuloit^ such as 
eiectricol rx>ise, vc^toge sk^ge^o^ta^^Gmdi ^^^^ 
brownouts are everyday occurrences in most 
areas of the country. When they hit, critical 
system data can be altered or lost, costly 
power sensitive equipment can be damaged 
arK3J«peiil^ system downtime can bring 
nnany business operations to a halt. 

Onan's Power Control System (PCS) can solve 
these problems and protect you fronh r>eedfess 

inconvenience and loss. In addition, the PCS 
gives you central control of the on/ off status of 
your systerB*^ Power Control System (PCS) 
ends power cord confusion and eiimrrKiles 
unsightly cord snarls and tangles. 

The Most Versati le 
Peripheral Ever Designed 
For the Personal Computer. 

Onan's Power Control System (PCS) simplifies 
the on/off operations j^ll the peopheralsin 
your system, eliminates an«@htVcord aTarts, 

and ends power cord confusion. Two 

independent power modules ore provided, 
each with its own lighted on/off switches, 
receptacles, fuse, and pQv^i:.pocd.JVk)Clule 1 
typically acconwK)dates a 0 moNfm, 
and a hard disk drive. MocKie 2 i^ates the 
printer, modem, and other auxiliaries from 
Module 1 . This convenient feature also allows 
for future bptfery power system^ upgrade of 
Module 1 or possibly the entire system. 



FRONT VIEW 
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JH em. 
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Power Control 
System 



U.S. Surge Suppression 
Standard Modules 



Operating Voltage 120 VAC 

Fuse Rating ^ Amp 

Switches. Lighted ; 4 

Outlets* - ' 6 

Power Cords 2. . 

powiR coiwt- 



Protection Modes 



& 5 ; 



Frequency of 
Filtration 




C v/er 50?c cif 



s 



10150 



- ; r-I 



2.50 in. 
6.35 cm. 



T 

2.50 In. 
$.3»a» 



U.S. 
standard 



Common 

(Line to . 

Ground). 

(Neutral to 

Ground): 

Transverft^: 

(Line to 

tine) 

150 KHz to 
30 MHz 



Transverse Mode 
Attenuation 

^. Common Mode 
Attenuation 

Clamping Level 
(Peak Voltage) 

Ciampmg 
Response Time 

Peak Transient 
Voltage 

Peak Pulsa i'owef^^ 

iWatts) 



-40 to -65dB 
-16 to -59dB 



28- 



:1V 



1 pS 



6000 



45.000 



S'andfcv Power I'^c 
12 ' 30 Dixie 

Redford Michigan 48239 
<3'3) «>38 0200 

StanaCv Powe' inc 

Grand Raoi^- 'M'C^'.'ia^ 4 ^s,,e 
^16) Mt-TMO 



Environmental 



Staivdart! 



Operatmg 

Temperature 0' to 40- 

Operating Humidity 

(Non-Condensing) 0'^- to 90^^^ 

Operating ■ Up to 

Altitude 10.000 Ft. 
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FUNSTUFF 



"MAMPU2" 
by Guy A. Hurt (C.H.A.O.S.) 

Here's another game that requires a minifnum Q-f 
hardware... a #2K Pencil (with a good ERASE 
HEAD- real WRITE-PRQTECTION) plus standard 
volitle memory is all you need. 

There are no trick clues, and there MAY be more 
than one "correct" solution to the puzzle. One 
solution will be -found elsewhere in this 
magazine. Have -fun! 

(I-f you have some ideas for quizes, puzzles, or 
whatever -for "FUNSTUFF", contact your club 
editor! We want YOUR material') 



ACROSS CLUES 

5. ABNORMAL TERMINATICN 

6. GAME 

8. LANGUAGE 

18. EQUIPMENT 
12. INTERNAL LOCATION 

15. ATARI SOUND CHIP 

16. INPUT DEVICE 

19, NUMBER SYSTEM 
28. MEDIA 



DOUN CLUES 



STATEMENT 



1. ASSEMBLY 

2. LABEL 

3. BASIC COrtlANO 

4. BASIC FUNCTION 
7. OUTPUT DEVICE 
9, HARDiJARE 

1 1 . TABLE 

13. SEPARATOR 

14. BASIC STATEMENT 

17. LOGIC ERRORS 

18. SEQUENCED 
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Last 
Hacks 



A FEW MINUTES WITH RANDY MOONEY 
by Frank Walters, T.A.C.Q. BELL BBS 
Excerpted from 2MAGAZINE-ST , 



Did'Ja ever not*E|^-*— those bulletin boards that 
go wee-Mah.. MMNi-miah.. w ti- t < <i h«> when you 
connect? That really annoys me. I wish all 
modems went weeeeeh like mine. Half the time 
they don't even connect anyway. 

Oid'ja ever notice those bulletin boards that 

don't do anything when you connect? They make 
you hit RETURN a bunch o-f times be-fore anything 
happens. That's a pain in the neck. Nobody 

answers a telephone that way, they always say 
"hello?" or something like that. Why don't all 
bulletin boards say something like "hello" when 
they connect, and not make you hit a bunch o-f 
keys be-fore they say anything? It doesn't seem 
polite to me. 

...Ya know what really bothers me? Did'ja ever 
see those messages that you try to read and a^t 
the end o-f the message there are about 33 
carriage returns and the whole thing scrolls 
of-f the screen be-fore you can read it? I think 
there ought to be some kind o-f law or somttdilt^^ 
that everybody who writes messages would hav^ 

read .their own message and i-f they don't 
understand it then they would have to delete 
it. 

...Did'ja ever see those silly twirling 

cursors on some bulletin boards? Did'ja ever 
capture -for a long time and see how miiiilii^xtra 
HikTbage goes into the buf -fer just -from those 
silly cursors'' Even worse, did'ja ever try 
printing them:^ Twirling cwrf ors^re^U^ bug 
me. 

Did'ja ever notice those cutesy menus that 

give you no idea what anything is'' I mean, why 
can't all bulletin boards use "G" for Goodbye? 
I've seen 0-f-f, Quit, Land, Terminate, and even 
Bye. Why does every sysop complain about 
dropped carrier and then make it so hard to log 
o-f-f? There ought to be a law that certain 
commands are sacred and can't be touched: 
Download, Upload, Time, Messages and Goodbye? ; 

Did'ja ever notice those people who write 

long messages that are continued on the next 
message'^ Did'ja ever notice a-fter reading all 
those words that you have no idea what they 
were talking about? I never read any messages 
that mrm coni 



those messages don't have anything important to 
say, they just like to see their words on the 
screen or maybe just like the typing practice- 

.^Did'ja ever download a big long file from 

a long-diste»i^ board and the file- dldMil^pkin? 

I like to have my friends call the 
long-distance board and download the long files 
and then give them to me only if they work. I 
wish I had more friends- I wish I could be 
allowed to erase those bad files from the 
sy sop's disk so other people wouldn't have the 
same problem. 

...Doesn't it bother you that some bulletin 

boards change the filenames so you don't 
recognise the download list and you download 
all the same files as last week buflwitHT 
different names? Maybe the sysop does that 
'cause nobody uploads and it makes everybody 
think he has a lot of different files- I 
always wondered about that. Maybe somebody 
uploads them that way so the sysop will think 
he IS getting something new and lets the caller 
have "blackboard privileges" or something. 

..."Handles" are a pain in the neck. I never 
could think of a good handle and am embarassed 
whenever I log— on a new bulletin board and the 
last question is "What is your REAL NAME'*"- I 
never know what to say because I already used 
my real name. Should I make up a real name 
different from the one I used at the beginning? 

One board I logged on asked for my real name 
first. I thought that would be easy so when it 
asked for my "Handle" I just answered: NONE. 
It kept asking: "NONE, what is your command'*" 
Then when I logged off, it said, "Thank you for 
calling, NONE". I feit real foolish. I don't 
like bulletin boards that make me feel foolish. 
I ftsually dcfi^t call back. I never could leave 
E-'mall on tHome boards because I never could 
figure out who to send the mail to. Maybe I 
could find some people more like me by leaving 
E-roail for "NONE". 

...Did'ja ever notice the sysops that 

complain the most about callers disconnecting 
are the ones that have boards that disconnect 
from YOU? I fill out a long questionaire and 
then while I am trying to find out where 
everything is located, I see a message that 
says "Time expired, disconnecting" and it hangs 
up. Then the next time I call back I have a 
nasty note from the sysop that says I let my 
time run out. That really bugs me. I didn't 
set the time limit, he did. Why is he mad at 
me? 

That's all the time I have -for now. Did'ja 

ever notice that you never seem to have enough 

time for/ 
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For Preferred Customers 



MEl/MICRO CENTER'S Uncondltitional Guarantee 
Your satisfaction is unoorxjitionally guaranteed or your money back, if lor ariy reason 
whaler you are not satisfied witti any bisl<ette purchased from u$ we want you to 
re^ ft to us. We will be gtad to exctiange the Diskette or give your moriey t)adc. 



NOT CHEAP ENOUGH? 
CALL FOR LARGER 

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS! 

MENTION THIS AD!!!!!! 
SLEEVES AND TABS 
INCLUDED, SHIPPING 
$4 FIRST QUANTITY, 

$1 EACH ADDNL. QUAN. 

HURRY, PRICES EKPIRE 
WITHOUT NOTICE!. • 

LIFfllME WARRENTYl 



mei/microi:enter 
1555 w. lane avenue 
columbus, oh 43221 




CALL 1-800-634-3478 
(Ohio) 1-614-481-4417 




COPY QUICK 



PRINTING / COPYING 
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Laser Printing 
• Desk Top Publishing 
• Same Day Service 
• High Speed Copies 
• Self Serve Discount 
• Reductions/Enlargements 



2401 East Michigan 
Corner of Foster & Michigan 
FREE PARKING FRONT & BACK 
MON. thru FRI- 8:00am-6:00pm 

487-0227 



MENTION THIS AD & RECEIVE 20% OFF ANY PRINTING 

(Good one time only) 



Writing to/«xch«riginQ new«lett»r« with^ 



MICHIGAN ATARI MAGAZINE 

Pleas* b« certain that you are mailing to the 
correct addresm and NOT to the return eail 
address below!! Be sure WHICH club o^ the 
SEVERAL that participate in this Magazine it is 
that is exchanging this magazine with you! 
Exchanges o-f newsletters are encouraged. 

Main Address 

CJ^.A.□.S-/Michigan Atari Magazine 
P. O. Box 16132 
Lansing, MI 48901 



Subscriptions to the MICHIGAN ATARI MAGAZINE 
are included with memberships in each o-f the 
participating clubs, or directly -from the 
MAGAZINE for S12.00 per year to addresses in 
the U.S., ♦IS CANADIAN. Use the MAIN ADDRESS 
•for subscriptions and inquiries, or contact any 
of-ficer, editor, or the publisher at the phone 
numbers posted inside. Advertising rates are 
available on request. 

Submissions -from readers are encouraged. If 
possible, please make your submissions by 
electronic means. Submissions are accepted on 
the C>i.A.O.S. BBS (517-371-1106), or on disk, 
by mail or by giving a disk to any club editor. 



RETURN ADDRESS ONLY!!!' 
USE ADDRESSES INSIDE FOR 
EXCHANGE NEWSLETTERS!!! 

56 PHYSICS <5c ASTRONOMY 
Michigan State University 
East Lansing, MI 48824 

Forwarding and Address 
Correction Requested 
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